: Mlississippe OF MITEAN 


JAN 12 1959 


LIBRARY NEWS 


Volume 22, No. 4 DECEMBER, 1958 








Vol. 








Pul 





With LB Safti-Pulls it’s almost Remington Frand. 




















impossible to drop card catalog Division of SPERRY RAND CORPORATION 

trays. They virtually hang onto ye ty LA af 

your finger . . . cannot slip off. As eS a. Col 

a result, trays are handled 

quickly, easily and safely. —_ 

Easier on the eyes too, because 

the sight-size of the label holder “Ww 

has been increased... big enough ML 

for complete identification of a ~~ 

’ ML 

full tray’s contents. Be 

Be sure to specify these ingenious It's 

pulls for your new catalog cases. Tm 

Write for more details. 7 

*Standard on all new Library Bureau Catalog Cases Col 
Pul 
Spe 
Le 


Page 130 MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS — DECEMBER, 1958 








1958 





Library News 


Mississippi 


Vol. 22 Dec., 1958 No. 4 


Issued Quarterly By 


MISSISSIPP LIBRARY COMMISSION 
and 
MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 





Editorial Board 


IN acecncctnicte erica Alice Hamer 
State Dept. of Education 


MLC Representative Mrs. C. C. Clark 


Business Manager —____ Margarete Peebles 
Miss. State University 





ite ite a... Maria Person 
Gulfport Carnegie Library 


School Library _._Mrs. Mary Emma Smith 


THE COVER 

Little Nancy Andrews of Vicksburg typi- 
fies the spirit of Children’s Book Week, held 
November 2-8. Already an ardent library 
fan, Nancy finds the Vicksburg Public Li- 
brary one of the most interesting places 
she visits. There she discovers plenty of 
material to help enliven her already lively 
days. (photo by Vicksburg Post) 





Library Commission Board 


Mrs. C. A. Doster, Chairman _ Durant 
Miss Lucile Miller ....West Point 
Miss Elisabeth Wise _.. ........-Hazlehurst 
Mr. J. W. Hudspeth —.___.._ -Cockrum 
Mr. W. L. Caughman _..-.--------Magee 





Library Association Officers 


IIS daicceetathilicteetteeences Jeanne Broach 


Meridian Public Library 


Vice-President __...Mrs. Mary Jo Magee 
Mississippi Southern College 


Yazoo City High School Secretary ees ae Ford Smith 
Special Library — Mrs. Ruth Scharr qyoasurer Alan Skelton 
Keesler Air Force Base Waterways Experiment Stn., Vicksburg 
Trustees section —___- Elizabeth S. Brown ALA Counciler Mary Love 
P. O. Box 262, Meridian, Miss. Jackson Elementary Schools 
College libraries — Virginia Robinson Parliamentarian —_____. Mrs. C, A. Doster 
MSCW Mississippi Library Commission Board 





TABLE OF CONTENTS 


SM I I ects pricsienieonesieininseaieeisin ischial ahimitesoben Page 132 
MLA Constitution Considered —.____-_________________--- Page 133 
I nna deccharadasainnniane Page 134 
re ire ee ES Page 137 
NE III OU CI, icerecnsccsecesionsieninsblicoeninensitcinemtanninainnaie Page 139 
Ia OT CORI coachella inline settee Page 140 
EE EES ee a AE a Ne ee a Page 141 
EE EE SR ee ee A TO 
I lee deinndimsinieveiecnepadeih cieaenalnanessalaaiiagaphidmaaneaiaatada Page 150 
ERC SAE SPER a ER ENS SO On Page 158 
I siinsadhcccrutecdetoneantenmeidesics iladenihcapeilbiaiheshicidehiasbauhcaacienecedansnaiiaadieadnicineale Page 162 
ARERR IRE SESE PRD a EO re mR PE REARS CER eM se Reo Page 166 
ag RRR ee ern One ne See De we ae Page 167 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS — DECEMBER, 1958 











“Wake Up And Read” To Repeat As Slogan 
For National Library Week in 1959 


By Lura G. Currier 

Officials of National Library Week have 
not been able to come up with any better 
slogan for 1959 than 1958’s WAKE UP 
AND READ. The reason is that there is 
no better one. 

Awake is still the wisest way to be. Read- 
ing remains one of the essentials in staying 
that way. 

The necessity for staying alert to the 
dangers of ignorance grows, unfortunately, 
no less as world affairs and threats to basic 
human freedoms move in closer on each 
individual. The responsibility of libraries— 
school, college, special, private, research, 
public—grows heavier as education must 
move faster to keep man’s mind apace with 
his technological and scientific achievemert. 

Busy Editor Purser Hewitt of the 
CLARION LEDGER is probably more 
aware of this than anyone as he works 
daily with the news of the times. That 
probably accounts for his willingness to 
add again being state chairman of Missis- 
sippis National Library Week for 1959 to 
his heavy schedule of civic, professional, 
and church responsibilities. 

News from National Library Week head- 
quarters, located at 24 West 40th Street, 
New York 18, New York, present some im- 
portant facts and note some changes in 
policy for this coming year. Among the 
facts are: 

The date is April 12-18, 1959 
The slogan remains WAKE UP AND 

READ. 

The objective is still “better-read, 
better-informed America.” 

John Robling is again Director of Na- 
tional Library Week for the National Book 
Committee with Virginia Matthews con- 
tinuing to serve as Assistant Director. 

Robert Rodgers, formerly with R. H. 
Macy & Co., as Special Events Manager, 
has joined the headquarters staff and will 
direct general promotion activities. 

Whitney North Seymour with Simpson, 
Thacher & Bartlett is national chairman 
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Purser Hewitt 
and Purser Hewitt of the Jackson Clarion 

Ledger is state chairman. 

Lura G. Currier, Director of the Missis- 
sippi Library Commission, is Executive Di- 
rector for the 1959 observance, working 
in a clerical capacity with and for the State 
Committee for National Library Week. 

To assist in early planning, the National 
Library Week headquarters has already dis- 
tributed local organization handbooks to 
thousands of public librarians and other li- 
brarians can obtain this organization in- 
formation from their state library agencies. 

Order blanks for display material have 
also been sent to libraries throughout the 
country. Special attention should be given 
to the changes in procedure for ordering 
these materials this year — changes which 
were dictated by last year’s experience. 

1. Items will be ordered individually this 

year, not in kits. 

2. Order can be sent at any time, now. 
3. Shipments for already received orders 
will be made the last of January. 

4. Orders should be made promptly, for 
none will be accepted after March 15, 
1959. This is being done to make sure 
all shipments will be received before 
National Library Week itself. 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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Revision of MLA Constitution Considered 


Revision of the constitution of the Mis- 
sissippi Library Association is being con- 
sidered by the Constitution Committee 
headed by Miss Eleanor Drake, librarian at 
Peeples Junior High School, Jackson. 


Questions concerning the possible changes 
were introduced for consideration and dis- 
cussion by the members during the open 
board meeting of MLA in October. These 
questions are printed below for MLA mem- 
bers to think and talk about in the coming 
months. The revised constitution will be 
yoted on at the 1959 convention. Further 
suggestions for changes in the constitution 
as printed in the March, 1957, issue of 
MLN should be mailed to Miss Drake. 


1. Should the term of officers of the as- 
sociation, of the sections, the chairman 
of the committees be changed to one 
year? 

2. Who should be members of the execu- 
tive board? Should the ALA councilor 
be on the board? What about the di- 
rector of the Library Commission? 

3. Should the vice president be president 
elect? May an officer succeed himself? 

4. Should there be student memberships? 
Should there be life members? If so, 
who? Should there be honorary mem- 
bers? If so, how should they be select- 
ed? 





(Continued from Page 132) 

. Some new items, such as _ restaurant 
place mats, will be available this year, 
all display pieces will be color- 
coordinated in bold tints which are re- 
ported to be “quite eye-catching.” 


ut 


Purser Hewitt, Mississippi's state chair- 
man says: “Since all community observances 
will be planned locally, libraries of all 
kinds—pubic, college, school and special— 
should be making coordinated plans and 
setting up their local committees so that 
the national celebration in April will ac- 
complish its full purpose of climaxing a 
general interest and concern about state 
libraries.” 


10. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 
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. What should be the voting status of 


institutional members? Who should have 
the voting authority? 


. Should there be a provision for skipping 


a state meeting and holding officers 
over? If so, what? 


. Should there be an advisory board to 


include possibly the executive members 
and the chairman of each of the sec- 
tions as well as committee heads. (This 
would be in addition to the executive 
board) 


. Should the parliamentarian be elected 


or appointed? If appointed, who should 
appoint? (President of executive board) 


. Should there be two officers in all sec- 


tions? (Suggestion: Chairman and secre- 
tary) 

Should there be a finance and budget 
committee? Should a proposed budget 
be submitted for the ensuing year? 


. In case of death, or illness or other 


cause, which would prevent the chair- 
man from serving, who would serve 
and who would appoint him? 


. Should the Mississippi Library News be 


named as the official organ of the As- 
sociation in the constitution? 


. How should officers of the Association 


and sections be nominated? 


. Should the Federal Relations committee 


be combined with the legislative com- 
mittee? 


. Should the officers and committee chair- 


man be reimbursed for expenses at the 
state meeting? Should this be stated 
in the by-laws? 

How should vacancies in section and 
association officers be filled? 

Should duties of the officers and the 
committees be stated in the constitu- 
tion? 

Who should appoint the committees? 
(President or the executive board) 
Should the nominating committee sub- 
mit the names of at least two persons 
for each office? 
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FROM THE DESK 


OF THE DIRECTOR 


NOT FOR RENT 
by 


Lura Currier 


It took all of the self-control that the 
staff of the Mississippi Library Commission 
could muster to keep from rising up at 
one point in Borden Deal’s speech before 
the Association in Natchez and shouting: 
“Hear! Hear! Bravo!” 


The occasion of our desire to join the 
amen corner was his indictment of rental 
collection in public libraries. He con- 
demned, as does the Library Commission, 
the practice of librarians and trustees who 
expect financial support from public funds 
and then turn around and charge a rental 
fee to read whatever is current, up-to-date, 
and popular in their collections. 


There is no more reason that a citizen 
who supported the library once when he 
paid his taxes should have to pay to read 
“The Kind Must Die” than “The Lay of 
the Last Minstrel.” As a matter of fact, it 
might even make more sense to charge 
for the one that has occupied shelf space 
for so many years without carrying its own 
weight in circulation figures! 


The library which must depend for finan- 
cial support on the picayunish amount in- 
volved in rental fees has a much more 
serious fiscal problem than rentals will ever 
solve. The energy, time, record keeping, 
and cost involved in selecting, maintaining 
and dispersing rental books could better be 
spent in rallying more public support—most 
of which comes from the satisfied customer 
who walks into the public library and finds 
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the latest and best books right there ready 
for him or who receives a telephone call 
or postal notice saying it is being held for 
him. 


The consultants at the Library Commis- 
sion recommend to librarians and _ trustees 
a thoughtful re-reading and study of the 
information presented on rental practices in 
public libraries by Dr. Robert Leigh in 
“The Public Library in the United States” 
on pages 93-94 and 162-166. 


In the meantime .... 
“There is nothing for rent in this 
library. You have paid for it once; 
you need not help buy it again.” 


MLN STATISTICAL ISSUE POSTPONED 


The Editorial Board of MLN meeting 
for breakfast at the MLA Convention voted 
to postpone the statistical issue of MLN 
from December to March. In doing this 
the report can be mure inclusive and more 
representative of all libraries. Watch for 
the statistical issue in March. 


Education makes a people easy to lead, 
but difficult to drive, easy to govern, im- 
possible to enslave. — Lord Brougham 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 


The Director of the Library Commission is busy doing homework. It’s Alan Skelton’s 


fault. 


MLA members who were at the Special Librarians’ Luncheon meeting at the Natchez 
conference will know why. Those who missed the program will need some explanation. 


The subject matter of the panel discus- 
sion led by Miss Louise Williams, Librarian 
with the State Department of Public Health, 
was “Cooperation Among Libraries.” Re- 
presenting public librarians on the panel 
were Mrs. Marion Taylor, Librarian of the 
Rapides Parish Library at Alexandria, 
Louisiana, and Mrs. Lura Currier, Director 
of the Mississippi Library Commission. Alan 
Skelton, Librarian at the Waterworks Ex- 
periment Station, Vicksburg, was given the 
responsibility of summarizing the discussion. 

Time was at considerable premium so 
Mrs. Currier chose to present her material 
in the way of direct questions, each repre- 
senting a serious problem in the field of 
cooperation among different types of li- 
braries. When Skelton rose to make the 
summary, he delivered one of the choicest 
comments of the entire convention and a 
sharp statement deserving of a place with 
“The Perfect Squelch”. In regard to Mrs. 
Currier’s questions he said: “If I were a 
teacher and she were a pupil, I would say: 
Those are very good questions, Lura: now 
you go home and look up the answers and 
bring them back to class tomorrow.” 

And Lura has been looking for the 
answers—not just since she received her 
MLA assignment from Skelton, but since 
she has been a librarian. They represent 
some of the most serious library concerns 
that we have in the state and the quest 
for the solution to them seems worthy of 
more and more homework by more and 
more librarians as well as exhaustive search 
by means of conferences, workshops, and 
studies. 

If you were sent home to look up the 
answers to these, what would you bring 
back to the class? 

@ What do special, school, and col- 
lege librarians need to know about the 
public libraries and public librarians? 

@ What sort of statistical analysis 
would prove useful? 
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@ In the question of whom libraries 
should serve, whose public is whose? 
Whose money is it? 


@ How shall we meet the reading 
needs of the commuter college student? 
Whose responsibility is he? At what 
point does the responsibility for making 
arrangements to use the college library 
facilities fall back on the student him- 
self? What can the public library do 
with him and for him? How is this 
problem affected by the fact that the 
college collects fees from him and has 
appropriations for materials and pro- 
fessional library staff to serve him? 


@ At what point does the willing- 
ness of the college library to lend its 
materials freely to the general public 
deter public library development? 


@ At what point does the colleges’ 
unwillingness to lend its materials for 
the use of the general public deter 
public library development? 

Pardon her; she must get back to her 
homework. This lesson assignment is terrific! 


GREETINGS 


Greetings to the members of M.L.A. at 
the Thursday evening meeting in behalf of 
the exhibitors by Rousseau Van Voorhies of 
Encyclopaedia Britannica: 

“Having been asked by the exhibitors to 
acknowledge your flattering reception here 
at this M.L.A. meeting, I may say that 
gazing at this gracious gathering of lovely 
ladies it is easy to understand how your 
marvelous Magnolia state has produced Miss 
America, and that the pulchritudinous 
possibilities of your great state are obviously 
limitless. Come and visit the Exhibits for 
further revealing information. 10% discount 
on multiple orders.” 
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$300 LIBRARY SCIENCE SCHOLARSHIP AGAIN OFFERED 


A $300 scholarship for the study of 
library science will again be awarded by 
the Mississippi Library Association, accord- 
Bethaney Swearingen, 
chairman. 

A change in Scholarship Award qualifica- 
tions passed on at the MLA convention 
requires that “The recipient of the Scholar- 
ship must be a senior or a graduate stu- 
dent”. 

Any Mississippi college student in her 
senior year or any college graduate may 
apply for the scholarship. The recipient is 
expected to do library work in the state 
for two years, thereby assisting in raising 
the state’s library standards. 


ing to scholarship 








“The Mississippi Library Association 
BUY YOUR PREBOUND BOOKS 
from 


FOLLETT LIBRARY BOOK CO. 


@ Colorful Bindings 

@ Bound to last the 
life of the book 

@ Prompt shipments 
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Are you on our mailing list? 


Follett Library 
Book Company 


1018 W. Washington Blvd. 
Chi 7, Mlinoi 
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hopes this scholarship will act as an incentive 
and an encouragement to young people who 
are interested in entering the profession 
of librarianship. Librarians are badly need- 
ed in Mississippi and can fill a wide field 
of activities,” Miss Swearingen said. 

The scholarship was given for the first 
time last year. 

Application blanks for the MLA scholar- 
ship may be obtained from the scholarship 
chairman. All applications must be filed 
before March 15th, 1959. 


NEW SECTION OFFICERS 


Section otticers tor trustees, college, pub- 
lic and special libraries were elected during 
the recent MLA convention in Natchez. 

Named chairman of the trustees section 
is T. Russell Nunan, D.D. from William 
Alexander Percy Memorial Library in 
Greenville. Mrs. Brevik Schimmel, Rolling 
Fork Public Library, will serve as vice 
chairman with Mrs. Wade Wineman of 
the Percy Memorial Library, Greenville, 
as secretary. 

Heading the College Libraries section as 
chairman is Mrs. Frank Oswalt, Copiah- 
Lincoln Junior College, Wesson. Secretary 
for the college librarians is Forrest C. Palm- 
er, Mitchell Memorial Library, Mississippi 
State University. 

Mrs. Gordon Jones, Greenwood-Leflore 
Library, Greenwood was elected chairman 
of the Public Libraries Section. Other pub- 
lic libraries officers include Mrs. Gilbreath 
Neill, Brandon, secretary; and Miss Maria 
Person, Gulfport-Harrison County Library, 
MLN reporter. 

Special librarians chose Mrs. Martha 
Howard, VA Center Library, Jackson as 
their chairman. Vice-chairman for the com- 
ing year is Miss Marie Spivey, assistant 
librarian, Research Center Library, Vicks- 
burg. Mrs. Ruth Scharr, Base librarian, 
Keesler AF Base is secretary-treasurer. 

School librarians will elect their officers 
during the annual Mississippi Education As- 
sociation meeting in March. 
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Two Retiring Librarians 
Are Honored By MLA 


The Mississippi Library Association in 
this issue honors two Mississippi librarians, 
one who has already retired and another 
who will retire the first of the year. 

Miss E. Faye Griffeth of the Grenada 
County Library was made a lifetime mem- 
ber of MLA at the Natchez convention. 
She retired from the Grenada Library staff 
July 1 after 21 years. 

Miss Louise A. Crawford of the City- 
County Memorial Library, Bay St. Louis, 
will retire January Ist after more than 16 
years of service. 

Miss Griffeth’s retirement is compulsory 
to meet the requirments of the Public Em- 
ployee’s Retirement System. Even before 
officially joining the staff, she was connect- 
ed with the library. She was librarian as 
well as head of the Art department of 
Grenada College when the library was start- 
ed in 1934. She has served as acting head 
librarian three times over the years, making 
it possible for the librarian, Miss Elizabeth 
Jones, to complete her degree at the Uni- 
versity of Mississippi and then to obtain 
her B.S. in L.S. at LSU. 

During the illness of the librarian, Miss 
Griffeth managed the library most capably 
for a year. Her artistic training has made 
possible many attarctive bulletin boards and 
posters. She taught herself bookbinding and 
has saved the county untold dollars in keep- 
ing books in good repair and in prolonging 
their usuage. 

“The library will sadly miss Miss Griffeth’s 
quite, efficient efforts though she will be 
helping ‘on her own time’,” said Miss Jones. 

Resolutions have been passed both by 
the Library Board and the Twentieth Cen- 
tury Club giving Miss Griffeth a sincere 
vote of thanks. 


MISS CRAWFORD 
The history of the Bay St. Louis library 
is the success story of its librarian, Miss 
Louise A. Crawford. 
On October 29, 1942, backed by a kindly 
and sympathetic populace and a strong li- 
brary board, Miss Crawford became li- 
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THANKS 


to all who contributed to the success 
of our 1958 convention in Natchez. 


The Executive Board of 
Mississippi Library Association 











brarian of the newly established City- 
County Memorial Library. 

At that time the library consisted of one 
room donated by a local bank, 200 books 
piled on the floor in the corner and $12 
in the treasury left over from two or three 
earlier unsuccessful attempts at library ser- 
vice. 

A doctor donated a chair and table. The 
city gave a stove, a rug and $30 toward 
the cost of Encyclopaedia Britannica and 
assumed the expense of janitor hire and 
fuel. The county furnished lumber for 
shelves and needed supplies and during the 
first year allowed $11 for expenses. Thus 
was the City-County Library launched. 

Under Miss Crawford’s diligent efforts 
and through her charm, courage and de- 
termination a library building was pur- 
chased in 1953 and today the library houses 
15,000 volumes. The building has already 
been remodeled to house additional books 
with redecoration by Miss Crawford. 

The people of Bay St. Louis and Hancock 
County will miss Miss Crawford. Nothing 
was ever too great or too small for her 
to do in her efforts to bring more and 
better reading to her people. 

The Mississippi Library Association 
honors these two retiring librarians and 
thanks them for their help in bringing read- 
ing to the people of Mississippi. 


To be a philosopher is not merely to have 
subtle thoughts nor even to found a school, 
but so to love wisdom as to live, according 
to its dictates, a life of simplicity, independ- 
ence, magnanimity, and trust. It is to solve 
some of the problems of life, not only 
theoretically, but practically. 
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Bethany Swearingen Reports 


Editor’s Note: Miss Bethany Swearingen, 
Mississippi Representative on the South- 
eastern Library Association Board makes 
the following report to Mississippi librarians 
following the recent Biennial Conference 
in Louisville, Kentucky. 

As the new state representative on the 
Board of the Southeastern Library Associa- 
tion I would like to report my first im- 
pressions of the organization and its recent 
Biennial Conference in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Personally I found the regional perspective 
on library affairs interesting and in- 
formative; the tone of the meetings both 
eager and serious; the percentage of men 
participating, high, wide and (may I add?) 
handsome; and the opportunities for per- 
sonal contacts and conversation, stimulating 
and enjoyable. 

The State Presidents Panel on “Relation- 
ships between SELA and State Library 
Associations” pointed out the need and 
desirability of closer communication and co- 
operation between state groups and the 
regional organization. Our president repre- 
sented us most ably in this discussion. Other 
panel discussions were offered on important 
topics for all sections of the Association. 
I was greatly impressed by the one on 
“Academic Libraries in Foreign Countries” 
which was summarized by Mr. Jack Dalton 
of the ALA International Relations Office. 
Of interest to me also was a panel on the 
“Public Library Reference Survey” in which 
Mr. Harvey Deal, Mrs. Frances Cheney 
and Mr. Ray O. Hummel, Jr. took part. 
The high light of the general sessions was 
an address on “Regional Implications of 
the Program of the Council on Library 
Resources,” by Mr. Verner W. Clapp, Presi- 
dent of the Council. 

On August 1, 1958 there were 58 indivi- 
dual and 15 institutional memberships in 
SELA from the state of Mississippi. In 
urging a more active participation in SELA 
on our part, I can but Accent the Obvious: 
it seems to me the regional association 
needs us and we need it. It’s invigorating 
to become a part of an organization that 
is large enough to do things on an im- 
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On S/E Library Ass’‘n Meet 


pressive scale, to exert the influence that 
comes from numbers, and to attack common 
problems and projects that might stagger a 
state-size group. SELA is just that size; 
yet it is also small enough to assure you 
that your ideas will be heard, your presence 
felt and that there will be no loss of identi- 
ty. 

Surely we in Mississippi will want to 
take our rightful part in the counsels and 
activities of this Association which concerns 
itself with the recruitment and education 
of new librarians, the status and advance- 
ment of established members of the pro- 
fession, and the improvement of library ser- 
vices generally throughout the nine south- 
eastern states. 


A Gallup poll of 1955 showed that 61% 
of the adults in America had not read any 
book except the Bible the previous year. 





YY 
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It’s News to Me— 


Jan Peters, Steno-Bookkeeper, Mississippi 
Library Commission, attended the National 
Secretaries Association at Meridian, Oct. 4. 

Mrs. Mary Evans, Catalog Librarian of 
Mitchell Memorial Library, MSU, was elect- 
ed Treasurer of the Southeastern Regional 
Group of Catalogers at the 18th Biennial 
Conference of the Southeastern Library 
Association. 

Forrest C. Palmer, Director of Libraries, 
MSU, was elected Vice-Chairman and 
Chairman-Elect of the College and Uni- 
versity Libraries Section of the Southeastern 
Library Association at the Conference in 
Louisville, Ky., October 23-25. 

Attending the Southeastern Library As- 
sociation meeting from MSU were Margarete 
Peebles, Mrs. Mary Evans and Forrest C. 
Palmer. 

Mrs. Miriam Woosley, Delta State Col- 
lege, attended the National Secretaries As- 
sociation meeting at Meridian. 

Representing Delta State at the Inter- 
national convention of Delta Kappa Gamma 
in Minneapolis was Mabel Brister. 

Delta State representatives to SELA in- 
cluded Mabel Brister, Elizabeth Dakin and 
Jonett Sanford. Miss Brister is on the Nomi- 
nating Committee of the School section of 
SELA and is secretary of the College sec- 
tion of MLA. 

Dr. Williard O. Mishoff, MSCW, took 
part in SELA activities in Louisville. 

Mrs. Walter Taylor, librarian at Blue 
Mountain College, received her MA in 
library science from George Peabody Col- 
lege this past summer. 

In pursuit of their hobby, roses, the Alan 
Skeltons of Vicksburg, had an article in 
American Rose Magazine for September, 
1958. Their son, Gordon, 8, was pictured 
in one of the illustrations. 

The original Manuscript of THE LOVED 
AND THE UNLOVED has been presented 
to The Mitchell Memorial Library, MSU, 
by the author, Thomas Hal Phillips. Phillips, 
in addition to being well-known as an out- 
standing author is currently Commissioner 
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of the Mississippi Public Service Commis- 
sion and is an alumnus of Mississippi State 
University. 

Anne Carroll Bunting of Greenville has 
joined the staff of the Clarksdale Public 
Library as General Assistant. 

Tombigbee Regional Library has had 
resignations from several staff members. 
Mrs. Albert Pippen, assistant director, still 
lives in West Point and will continue as 
an active ‘friend’. Mrs. Tom Burch, book- 
mobile librarian for two years, is now living 
in Rolling Fork and is helping with the 
newly organized library program in Sharkey 


County. Clara Thomas and Bobby Ellis, | 


popular pages for four years, are now at 
Mississippi State University. 

Librarian at George S. Gardiner High 
School is Mrs. Doyle Dickey who was trans- 
ferred from the Junior High School Library, 
following the retirement of Mable Bacot. 
Bettie Riley from Shady Grove High School 
is Junior High librarian. 

Mable Gaston, librarian, Greenville High 
School, received her MA in Library Science 
from the University of Mississippi this sum- 
mer. 

Robbie Nell Hartley, 1958 graduate of 
the University of Mississippi with a library 
science major, is librarian at Murrah High 
School in Jackson. 

According to Dr. Dorothea B. Morse of 
the Library School at Ole Miss, the most 
(inter-library loan) borrowed thesis at the 
library of the University of Mississippi is 
the Public Relations paper written by 
Dorothy Cundiff Mullican, formerly librarian 
at Provine High School, Jackson. 

Glida Bethea completed her work on her 
AA Librarian’s Certificate at LSU last sum- 
mer and changed from Petal High School 
to Hattiesburg High School. 

Q’Milla Collins, librarian at Canton High 
School, says if you really want publicity 
for your school library have one of the 
student assistants elected to a state office 
Mary Elizabeth McKay of Canton is present 
president of the State association of student 
assistants. 
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Provocative Discussion Led 
By Mrs. Currier At MLA 


Following Miss Sallie Farrell’s speech at 
the Trustee Section Meeting, MLA Con- 
vention, Mrs. Lura Currier, Director of the 
Library Commission, led a discussion which 
proved so provocative that it spilled over 
into the business session at the luncheon. 
The questions posed and discussed were: 

1. What new legislation was enacted 
relative to library support during the 
1957-58 session of the Legislature? The 
discussion outlined HB 485 which per- 
mits counties or municipalities to levy 
a one mill tax for the purpose of 
erecting library buildings. A highly 
significant aspect of the new legislation 
is its permission for counties and cities 
to join together in building projects. 

2. What is the position of the Mis- 
sissippi Library Commission in relation 
to the public library set-up in the state? 
Mrs. Currier rather than answering this 
question asked for comments from 
librarians. Mrs. Anice Powell, librarian 
at the Sunflower Public Library, de- 
lighted the audience by outlining what 
the Library Commission had done in 
the renovation of her library. It was 
a “from rags to riches” story. The 
audience was left with the feeling that 
the Commission does anything for a 
public library that is asked. Miss 
Jeanne Broach representing a different 
type of library, the Meridian Public, 
spoke on state aid given libraries meet- 
ing certain standards. 

3. How is the Library Services Act 
money being spent? Using an artistic 
chart, Mrs. Currier showed how much 
had been received and how it was be- 
ing spent. How much received? In 
fiscal ’57, $40,000; fiscal ’58, $131,012 
and allocated for ’59, $150,856. How 
spent? Sustaining grants to regional 
libraries; establishing grants to 3 multi- 
county systems; “Booster shots” to 12 
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MLA Trustees Section 
Officers Elected 


Officers for the Trustees Section of the 
Mississippi Library Association for 1959 
were elected at the business meeting at 
a luncheon at the Carriage House of 
Stanton Hall during the annual convention 
in Natchez. 

Rev. T. Russell Nunan, trustee of the 
William Alexander Percy Memorial Library 
in Greenville, was reelected as chairman 
and Mrs. Brevik Schimmel, Rolling Fork, 
was named vice-chairman. The section’s new 
secretary is Mrs. Wade Wineman, fellow- 
member of the chairman on the Greenville 
board. 

The appointment of Miss Elizabeth S. 
Brown of Meridian as the section’s reporter 
was announced, and Miss Brown urged all 
Boards of Trustees to send her news items 
about board activities and about the indivi- 
dual board members. 

The chairman’s report to the section 
pointed up the increased strength of the 
section and its increased responsibilities and 
urged the participation of Mississippi 
Trustees in national and regional associations 
as well as state activities. 

As a result of the suggestion made dur 
ing the discussion at the program meet- 
ing, the section voted to ask the Mississippi 
Library Commission to set up area meetings 
for trustees and interested citizens in various 
parts of the state. 





established county libraries; technical 
aid to 9 libraries; Commission book 
budget increased from $10,000 to $45,- 
000; three in-service training con- 
ferences; new equipment, furniture and 
supplies; two special projects, the Book 
Pool and a book selection conference. 


The Librarian of Congress has appointed 
Robert Frost as “consultant in Poetry in 
English” for 1958-59. 
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Library Trustee Is Named ‘Outstanding 
Woman of The Year” In Rolling Fork 





IN EVERY 
BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND 
PREBOUND BOOK 


And there's a sound economic reason 
why BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND PREBOUND 
BOOKS should be your FIRST CHOICE 
in Juveniles. 

is 


Over 16000 titles most for immediate 
delivery. Send for catalog and descriptive 


literature. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


“BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND™ PRESOUND BOOKS 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 
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Mrs. Edith Cortright Schimmel, a mem- 
ber of the board of trustees of the Rolling 
Fork Library and recently elected vice- 
chairman of the Trustees Section of MLA 
was named the “Outstanding Woman of 
the Year” in Rolling Fork by the Business 
and Professional Women’s Club. The selec- 
tion is made on the basis of the most out- 
standing contribution to the community. 

Mrs. Schimmel was instrumental in getting 
public library service for the town of Rolling 
Fork. Because of her initiative and interest 
this project of the Hometown Development 
Program was completed and the Rolling 
Fork Public Library was dedicated in 
January, 1958. 

Throughout the planning of the library, 
Mrs. Schimmel worked closely with the 
Mississippi Library Commission. At present 
work is being done to get bookmobile and 
library service on a regional basis for 
Sharkey, Issaquena and Humphreys Coun- 
ties to begin the first of the year. The Roll- 
ing Fork Library functions with volunteer 
personnel only. Mrs. Schimmel is one of 
the volunteer librarians. 

Mrs. Schimmel attended Millsaps College 
and was graduated from Louisiana State 
University. She is the wife of V. B. 
Schimmel, planter of Rolling Fork, and the 
mother of two young sons. 


CLARKSDALE LIBRARY 
TRUSTEE DIES 

Mrs. Max Friedman, religious and civic 
leader of Clarksdale and a secretary of the 
board of trustees of the Carnegie Public 
Library, died September 9th following a 
heart attack. 

Mrs. Friedman, who was 75, was the 
former Miss Rose Frankel. She came to 
Clarksdale 55 years ago as a bride. Mrs. 
Friedman was a member of Beth Israel 
Congregation and active in the Red Cross. 

She leaves two sons, Morris Friedman 
and Robert Friedman, both of Clarksdale, 
a daughter, Mrs. Joe Weiss of Clarksdale, 
five grandchildren and two great grand- 
children. 
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School Libraries 








THROUGH THE SCHOOLS. .. 


Mrs. Mary Emma Smith 


At Yazoo City High School, eye-catching 
posters surrounded with new book jackets 
made an attractive bulletin board for Book 
Week. The display window, captioned “Ex- 
plore with Books” was lined in red velvet 
and held a world globe surrounded by dolls 
dressed in costumes to represent different 
countries. Thirty students qualified in a 
contest for avid readers. They were enter - 
tained with a party in the library. 

At Hollandale Miss Callie D. Chism, li- 
brarian, and her student assistants sponsored 
an assembly program during Book Week 
featuring Books in Fine Arts. Music of all 
types was featured. Martha Ellen Walker, 
president of the student library assistants 
club appeared on a float in a parade. Fifty 
active members of the student library as- 
sistants club worked in the promotion of 
Book Week activities. 

At Holly Springs Public School, Sue 
Coltharp, librarian, says Book Week activi- 
ties included the election of favorite books 
and favorite characters by printed ballot. 
Since Book Week fell during election week, 
“The Masquerade Party” was presented for 
the assembly program. 

Kossuth High School students enjoyed 
attractive bulletin boards and posters dis- 
played during Book Week in the newly 
decorated library at the school. 

During Book Week at Anguilla High 
School chapel programs included readings 
from books in the school library. 

Book talks were featured during Book 
Week at Hattiesburg High School. Glida 
Bethea, librarian, finds her newly organized 
student library assistants club is one of 
the best means of publicity a school li- 
brary can have. 

Homecoming is a good time for a library 
to publicize itself, says Maurene McInnis, 
librarian at Sunflower Junior College. For 
the SJC homecoming this year, the library 
club sponsored a float entitled “The Stew 
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of Knowledge.” At the back of the float 
was a large book with pictures representing 
each Dewey classification. This was the 
receipe book. An assistant, dressed as a 
chef, stirred with a large spoon in a large 
black pot. 

Canton High School library club also had 
a float in the homecoming parade, and this 
featured Mary Elizabeth McKay, president 
of the State Association of Student Library 
Assistants. 

Student library assistants are proving a 
boom to most libraries. At Meridian Junior 
College, Mrs. Frances Hardy says, “I am 
new in the Meridian Junior College-High 
School library and we are using student 
assistants for the first time this year. I 
do not see how libraries have operated 
without them.” 

At Raymond High School, a new school, 
Mrs. Douglas B. King, librarian, reports 
student assistants helping in the reorganiza- 
tion of a book collection and collection of 
other library materials have opened the 
first two folders in their vertical file. They 
were most helpful in setting up vertical 
file service. 

When John Caudill went to Pass Christian 
High School this year from Washington 
High School, he decided to make an author 
book from book jackets. This has proven 
to be a very excellent advertising media 
for new books in the library. 

At Moorhead Consolidated School, Mrs. 
Vernie Donald says departments in the 
school cooperate more in the use of library 
materials such as vertical files, reference 
books and general reading if they are ad- 
vised of the new materials as they arrive. 

Washington and Montibello Schools in 
Natchez serving grades 1-9 and 1-4 re- 
spectively are served weekly by a book 
truck containing at least 300 books. Mrs. 
Ruth Emrick reports great interest among 
students in reading. 
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American Literature and the Small School Library 


by Linfield Miller, Librarian 
Satartia High School 


Since World War II American Literature 
has come into its own in our school systems. 
Before that time there were many of the 
opinion that it was not really a worthy 
subject for classical studies in our high 
school systems. As much as we approve of 
this change in favor of American Literature, 
we must realize that it has added a burden 
to the librarian and particularly for the 
small school librarian with a small budget. 

There are, however, certain basic materials 
that the high school American Literature 
teacher will find to be valuable sources. 
At least we at Satartia High School have 
found them so. 

These source materials, basically reference 
materials, every high school library should 
have. And they are not too expensive. First 
is Cambridge History of American Litera- 
ture, edited by the late William Peterfield 
Trent of Columbia University. This is in 
four volumes. In a school situation where 
the librarian does not feel that she can 
afford all four volumes, then I might sug- 
gest volume I because it contains the bril- 
liant chapter on the Puritan Devines, said 
to be the most rewarding chapter in Ameri- 
can Literature. 

Another source material of great value 
is Main Currents in American Thought, by 
Vernon Lewis Parrington. This is in three 
volumes, however, volume III is really the 
only one that is necessary for the high 
school course. 

The source material that takes up and 
carries out Parrington’s plans of research is 
American Literature, by Russell Blanken- 
ship, a student of Parrington’s. We have 
found that this volume is very readable, and 
is excellent for giving the students many 
interesting sidelights on the literary pro- 
gression across the continent. 

Of course, we could not overloox the 
very fine book, Background of American 
Literature, by Horton and Edwards. This 
is really of more use for the last half of 
the course in American Literature, so it 
might be suggested that the librarian buy 
this volume out of the Spring budget. It 
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Linfield Miller is a : acl of Yazoo 
City High School and Millsaps College, and 
has done graduate work at Mississippi Col- 


lege, Columbia Uni- 
versity, and American 
University. 


He taught in Missis- 
sippi for eight years, 
and was circulation and 
reference Librarian and 
© instructor in  Engish 

' at Wilkes College, 
Wikes - Barre, Pa. He 
worked in the publi- 
cation division of General Motors in Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

At present he is writing his M.A. thesis 
on “The Foreign Influence in the Novels of 
Willa Cather.” 

He served in the Army during World 
War II. He is chairman of region 5 of the 
School Librarians. 





is the really one good source for twentieth 
century writers. 

The one volume edition of Addison Hib- 
bard’s book, Writers of The Western World 
is a valuable source not only for the main 
body of the book, but also for the very 
fine charts in the back that list the character- 
istics of Realism, Naturalism, and Human- 
ism. I have not been able to find these 
so well handled in any other source. 

In order to restore interest in American 
writers, you, as librarians, will find no 
better book than Literary America, by 
Scherman and Redlich. This book is a 
beautiful pictorial account of the authors 
of American Literature. Our students find 
it a pleasure to read. It might be suggested 
that this be used to begin the course in 
order to arouse the student’s interest. This 
volume is also not very expensive. 

Besides these basic volumes of research, 
the small school librarian will find interest- 
ing material in current periodicals. Although 
small libraries do not usually take a wid« 
variety of periodicals, the wise selection of 


those periodicals is imperative. There are 


(Continued on Next Page) 
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In Meridian: 15 Librarians For 600 Students 


(Copied from the Meridian Star) 

For the first time Meridian Junior College 
and High School has 15 librarians to work 
with 600 students who daily visit a library 
of 17,000 volumes. 

Thirteen of the “librarians” are students— 
composing a brand new organization of 
MJC. 

“This,” says Mrs. Frances Hardy, new 
to Meridian and head librarian “is a volun- 
teer group of students performing many 
tasks in the library.” 

You'll find them in the stacks and be- 
hind the checkout desks. They check and 
sort the huge library mail. They check 
books out—about a hundred daily and check 
them in again. They keep the books in 
order on the shelves. They paste in book 





(Continued from Page 144) 

a few that we at Satartia have found help- 
ful. As you would expect, Saturday Review 
of Literature and The Atlantic Monthly are 
the basic two. At times Life and Time 
magazines run excellent articles in American 
Literature. Usually the article in Life will 
be on a literary work and the article in 
Time is usually on the author, not the work. 
The Reader’s Digest is an ever present help 
for the English teacher, however, most 
teachers shun the condensed book section, 
and rightly so. 

To my surprise and maybe to yours, 
Cosmopolitan magazine has recently had 
several good articles on writers and writing. 
One of the best I’ve seen yet is found in 
the August, 1958 issue of this magazine 
called “Fabulous Fiction Issue”. Here you 
will find current material that you may have 
been looking for. In this article Bergen 
Evans picks the best novels of our time. 

These are a few suggestion and ideas 
that we at Satartia High School have found 
very helpful. I realize that these ideas may 
not agree with the librarians of the larger 
school with a bigger budget, but I have 
found them useful with a small budget. Of 
course, the more inclusive the collection of 
American Literature books can be, the bet- 
ter will be the American Literature course. 
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pockets and insert date due slips for books 
and mark them for circulation. 

“They will be busy repairing books in 
the next few days. Half the books here 
could stand a little repair. They'll take 
bruised and battered books and make them 
look new with Colored tape.” 

Mrs. Hardy says: “The program is prov- 
ing to be extremely worthwhile. It is felt 
that the students learn responsibility and 
some valuable skills. At the same time they 
render invaluable assistance to the library 
and to their school.” 


Mrs. Hardy is a native of Philadelphia, 
Miss., but came to Meridian this past sum- 
mer from the Dallas Public Library. She 
has done college work at Millsaps and Texas 
Woman’s University. She became head li- 
brarian on the retirement of Miss Ada Holla- 
day last spring. 

Students in the new organization are 
Jimmy Russel, Charles Gray, Ronald Lind- 
ley, Bobbie Robinson, Robert Partin, Ann 
Thigpin, Mary Jo Nichols, Bobbie Scar- 
bourgh, Pat Covington, Sharlene Waggener, 
Jimmy Birdsong, Toni Shepard, and Linda 
Harmon. 

Mrs. Hardy announces that the new 
“librarians” are working already with new 
books that recently were catalogued. They 
range from “Old Farmer’s Almanac 
Sampler” to Erick Bergaust’s “Rockets and 
Missiles.” 


TIME FOUND OR LOST? 

What’s to be done with the time found 
through increased mechanization? If it is 
spent only in better housekeeping the 
money alloted to machines should have been 
used for books. But if the time is used to 
build the library’s services, to make them 
indispensable to a community in a demo- 
cracy, then the public will offer MORE 
financial support. Libraries have the in- 
formation needed for citizens’ decisions on 
current and crucial events—are we taking 
the time to make it availabe? — S.A. 
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LONG BEACH ASSISTANTS ACTIVE 


The Long Beach High School library 
assistants group is one of the most active 
in the state. Mrs. Ibert W. Fletcher, li- 
brarian, lists just a few of the services per- 
formed by the Students Assistants Club this 
year. 


1. Put the call number on the book 
jackets as the books are processed; helps 
the student find the book more easily when 
the jackets are on display or used for 
bulletin boards. 


2. The library club has paid for and 
ordered the available Journals of Mississippi 
History as a gift for the school. Presentation 
was during National Book Week. 


3. The artistic members made original 
book marks for Book Week. These were 
mimeographed. Every year during Book 
Week and Library Week the school library 
places outside its door a “treasure chest” 
for ‘lost (?) books’ to be returned, “no 
questions asked”. Also students can donate 
books from their own collections. 


4. The library club this year is sponsoring 
a talent show for money raising; they 
planned and produced all football programs 
and sold them at games. 


5. Three cars publicized the library club 
in the homecoming parade. 


6. Pictures of all school events are taken 
and displayed in the library. 


7. One of the library bulletin boards 
always has “school news”. 


8. Other boards show “Did you know?” 
and “Who said?” 


Eight towns in Mississippi, excluding 
Tupelo, now have hospital service accord- 
ing to the 1957 annual reports filed at the 
Miss. Library Commission. They are: 
Corinth, West Point, Amory, Brookhaven, 
Holly Springs, Winona, Picayune and 
Charleston. 
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REGION I LIBRARY 
ASSISTANTS 

Douglas McDonald, Principal of the Rose- 
dale Attendance Center High School, ad- 
dressed the Delta Library Assistants’ Club 
at their annual fall meeting in Charleston, 
Saturday, October 11. 

Mr. McDonald chose as his subject 
“What Being A Library Assistant Can Mean 
To You.” He gave three angles of this 
subject: What it would mean to the assistant 
by way of self enrichment, what it would 
mean in terms of service to others, and 
how it might help the student to choose 
a vocation. 

The student assistants of the Delta were 
challenged by Mr. McDonald’s address to 
go back to their respective schools and do 
a better job of being a library assistant 
than ever before. 

New officers elected for the student as- 
sistant group are: Helen Kimbrough of 
Greenwood, President; Joyce Stedman, 
Cleveland, Vice-president; Mary Nelson, 
West Tallahatchie, Secretary; Lela Jo Hixon, 
East Tallahatchie School, reporter; Mrs. Bill 
May, Librarian of East Tallahatchie High 
School was elected sponsor of the students 
group. 

New officers elected for the librarian 
group are: Mrs. Mary Lanham, Librarian, 
Clarksdale High School, president; Mrs. Bill 
May, Librarian East Tallahatchie High 
School, Vice President; Mrs. Ruth Yarber, 
Librarian, Crowder High School, Secretary; 
Tillie Webb, Librarian, Greenwood High 
School, Treasurer; Mrs. Julia Beard, Li- 
brarian, Rosedale High School, Reporter. 


REGION V LIBRARY 
ASSISTANTS 

The Region V meeting of Student Li- 
brary Assistants was held on November 15, 
at Canton High School, Canton, Mississippi. 
Registration began at 9:00 A.M. 

The newly composed constitution for 
Region V was submitted for approval and 
adoption. Officers for 1958-59 were elected. 

Linfield Miller, Librarian at Satartia 
High School was elected Chairman of the 
Librarians of Region V. 

Malcolm Norwood, Art teacher at Murrah 
High School, presented an informative pro- 
gram on poster making. Each school pre- 
sent brought a poster for criticism. 

REGION X LIBRARY 
ASSISTANTS 

Frances Murry, librarian at Southwest 
Junior College, spoke on librarianship at 
the fall meeting of the student library as- 
sistants of District X. The group met at 
Magnolia High School with the Magnolia 
library assistants and Mrs. Fred W. Thomas, 
librarian, as hosts. 

Mrs. Thomas, was elected president of 
the librarians group for the district and 
Willie Agnes Simmons also of Magnolia 
was elected president of the student as- 
sistants group. 

The luncheon for the group was prepared 
and served by the Magnolia student as- 
sistants following the program and business 
meeting. 

The group accepted the invitation of the 
Cleveland High School to hold its spring 
meeting there. 





it is arranged in five subject areas. 





THE JENKINS BOOK CO., INC. 


Send us your order for the beautiful new Anthology of Children’s Literautre 
“THROUGH GOLDEN WINDOWS”. 10 volumes, E. M. Hale Library Binding, 
only $3.45 per volume or $34.50 per set. 600 selections are presented with 
almost 1,800 illustrations. Planned for use in Kindergarten through Grade Eight, 
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Renovated Libraries Stimulate Interest 


Freshly painted, renovated or newly built 
library quarters in Mississippi schools are 
proving a great stimulant to interest in 
school library programs. 

Displays at the library in Hardy Junior 
High School, Jackson, are receiving much 
more attention since the quarters were 
painted last summer, says Mary Ann Stan- 
back, librarian. 

Corinth High School’s library under the 
direction of Mrs. Frances Lord was com- 
pletely redecorated this past summer. A 
Mississippi Collection is being planned. 

Plans have been drawn up for new quart- 
ers for the library of All Saints Episcopal 
School at Vicksburg. Mrs. A. G. Alexander, 
librarian, says the new quarters will be 
60 x 60 feet and will contain the most 
modern library facilities. 

Sometimes a new look in the library can 
be brought about merely by weeding the 
book collection and re-organizing the li- 
brary. At Utica High School, Mrs. W. H. 
Greer, librarian and her student assistants 
worked this summer with Alice Hamer, 
School Library Supervisor to weed the col- 
lection. Approximately 300 books were 
mended or brightened up with emergency 
aid. 117 books appropriate for school li- 
braries were donated through solicitation 
from library assistants. The library looks 
like a new place . . . student interest is 
high . . . all because of careful weeding 
and re-organization. 


46 School Librarians 
Attend MLA Luncheon 


Attendance of school librarians this year 
at the MLA annual meeting far surpassed 
the attendance in many years. Forty-six 
school librarians attended the luncheon 
meeting on Friday held at “Top of the 
Town,” at the Eola Hotel, and fifty-six 
librarians registered during the workshop 
period on Saturday morning. 

The business. meeting of the school li- 
brary section at Friday’s luncheon included 
a report on progress being made by the 
American Library Association on the new 
school library standards. Miss Mabel Brister 
of Delta State College, Miss Mary Love, 
Miss Alberta Edmonson of Jackson, and 
Miss Alice Hamer, School Library Super- 
visor for the State Department of Education, 
gave reports on these standards. 

Dr. Charlen K. Pullen, educational con- 
sultant for Encyclopaedia Britannica Films, 
Inc., served as consultant during the school 
library workshop on Saturday on Audio- 
Visual materials. Following his presentation, 
the group divided into small work groups 
to consider the various problems involved 
in handling audio-visual materials in the 
school library. Concluding the workshop 
was Mr. W. D. R. Stovall, Supervisor of 
Audio-Visual Instruction in the State De- 
partment of Education. 


OPIN S 











CHARLES M. GARDNER AND COMPANY 
offers 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARIES 
© The finest selection of prebound books for young readers 
© Semi-annual sales of cloth bound juveniles offered at special low prices 
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600 Students Attend SLAM Convention 


Approximately 600 students and school 
librarians attended the Sixth Annual State 
Convention of the Student Library Assistants 
of Mississippi held at Murrah High School, 
Jackson, November 22. 


David Peyton, Carr Central High School, 
Vicksburg was elected president; Margaret 
Ann Humphries, Yazoo City High School, 
vice president; Patsy McCoy, Pascagoula 
High School, secretary; Norma Ann 
Dunnam, Utica High School, treasurer; and 
Margaret Wallace, Gulfport High School, 
reporter. 


The official pin for the state organization 
was adopted during the business meeting. 
Orders may be placed with the L. G. 
Balfour Company, the firm which submitted 
the adopted sketch. 

The Donald Dana Award, the silver 
trophy, went to Long Beach High School 
for the best scrapbook and resume’ for 
1957-58 Library Club activities. Second 
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These four Vicksburg children are selecting books during Book Week at the Vicksburg 


place went to Bobo High School, Clarks- 
dale; third place was won by Water Valley 
High School; and honorable mention was 
given to Greenwood High School and Yazoo 
City High School. 

Poster contest winners include: first place, 
Clinton High School; second place, Provine 
High School, Jackson; third place, E. E. 
Bass Junior High School, Greenville; and 
honorable mention to Carthage High School, 
Greenwood High School, and Murrah High 
School, Jackson. 

Membership dues for the Student Library 
Assistants of Mississippi is one dollar for 
each school. Dues should be sent to the 
state treasurer, Norma Ann Dunnam, Utica 
High School, Utica, Mississippi. 

Featured on the November 22 program 
was a talk by Mrs. Dilla MacBean now with 
the editorial board of Junior Literary Guild 
on “Future Opportunities in the Library 
Profession” and fourteen discussion groups 


led by library clubs. 
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Public Library. This picture was among four others used in a full page story in the 
Vicksburg Post to promote reading during National Book Week. Used as the main article 
for its Sunday, November 2 feature section, the Vicksburg Post story and pictures did 
much to encourage young readers to visit the library. 
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Renovated Libraries Stimulate Interest 


Freshly painted, renovated or newly built 
library quarters in Mississippi schools are 
proving a great stimulant to interest in 
school library programs. 

Displays at the library in Hardy Junior 
High School, Jackson, are receiving much 
more attention since the quarters were 
painted last summer, says Mary Ann Stan- 
back, librarian. 

Corinth High School’s library under the 
direction of Mrs. Frances Lord was com- 
pletely redecorated this past summer. A 
Mississippi Collection is being planned. 

Plans have been drawn up for new quart- 
ers for the library of All Saints Episcopal 
School at Vicksburg. Mrs. A. G. Alexander, 
librarian, says the new quarters will be 
60 x 60 feet and will contain the most 
modern library facilities. 

Sometimes a new look in the library can 
be brought about merely by weeding the 
book collection and re-organizing the li- 
brary. At Utica High School, Mrs. W. H. 
Greer, librarian and her student assistants 
worked this summer with Alice Hamer, 
School Library Supervisor to weed the col- 
lection. Approximately 300 books were 
mended or brightened up with emergency 
aid. 117 books appropriate for school li- 
braries were donated through solicitation 
from library assistants. The library looks 
like a new place . . . student interest is 
high . . . all because of careful weeding 
and re-organization. 


46 School Librarians 
Attend MLA Luncheon 


Attendance of school librarians this year 
at the MLA annual meeting far surpassed 
the attendance in many years. Forty-six 
school librarians attended the luncheon 
meeting on Friday held at “Top of the 
Town,” at the Eola Hotel, and fifty-six 
librarians registered during the workshop 
period on Saturday morning. 

The business meeting of the school li- 
brary section at Friday’s luncheon included 
a report on progress being made by the 
American Library Association on the new 
school library standards. Miss Mabel Brister 
of Delta State College, Miss Mary Love, 
Miss Alberta Edmonson of Jackson, and 
Miss Alice Hamer, School Library Super- 
visor for the State Department of Education, 
gave reports on these standards. 

Dr. Charlen K. Pullen, educational con- 
sultant for Encyclopaedia Britannica Films, 
Inc., served as consultant during the school 
library workshop on Saturday on Audio- 
Visual materials. Following his presentation, 
the group divided into small work groups 
to consider the various problems involved 
in handling audio-visual materials in the 
school library. Concluding the workshop 
was Mr. W. D. R. Stovall, Supervisor of 
Audio-Visual Instruction in the State De- 
partment of Education. 
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600 Students Attend SLAM Convention 


Approximately 600 students and school 
librarians attended the Sixth Annual State 
Convention of the Student Library Assistants 
of Mississippi held at Murrah High School, 
Jackson, November 22. 


David Peyton, Carr Central High School, 
Vicksburg was elected president; Margaret 
Ann Humphries, Yazoo City High School, 
vice president; Patsy McCoy, Pascagoula 
High School, secretary; Norma Ann 
Dunnam, Utica High School, treasurer; and 
Margaret Wallace, Gulfport High School, 
reporter. 


The official pin for the state organization 
was adopted during the business meeting. 
Orders may be placed with the L. G. 
Balfour Company, the firm which submitted 
the adopted sketch. 

The Donald Dana Award, the silver 
trophy, went to Long Beach High School 
for the best scrapbook and resume’ for 
1957-58 Library Club activities. Second 
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These four Vicksburg children are selecting books during Book Week at the Vicksburg 


place went to Bobo High School, Clarks- 
dale; third place was won by Water Valley 
High School; and honorable mention was 
given to Greenwood High School and Yazoo 
City High School. 

Poster contest winners include: first place, 
Clinton High School; second place, Provine 
High School, Jackson; third place, E. E. 
Bass Junior High School, Greenville; and 
honorable mention to Carthage High School, 
Greenwood High School, and Murrah High 
School, Jackson. 

Membership dues for the Student Library 
Assistants of Mississippi is one dollar for 
each school. Dues should be sent to the 
state treasurer, Norma Ann Dunnam, Utica 
High School, Utica, Mississippi. 

Featured on the November 22 program 
was a talk by Mrs. Dilla MacBean now with 
the editorial board of Junior Literary Guild 
on “Future Opportunities in the Library 
Profession” and fourteen discussion groups 


led by library clubs. 
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Public Library. This picture was among four others used in a full page story in the 
Vicksburg Post to promote reading during National Book Week. Used as the main article 
for its Sunday, November 2 feature section, the Vicksburg Post story and pictures did 
much to encourage young readers to visit the library. 
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(A) Borden Deal and Jerome Cushman; (B) Retiring librarians (F) Jerome Cushman on 
(l. to r.) Miss Lillie Carson, Miss Katrina Perrault, Miss Ora Broach presides (H) Sallie 
Bizzelle, Miss Beulah Culberton, Miss Faye Griffeth and Miss buffet supper (J) Linda Lang 
Louise Crawford; (C) Special Libraries Meeting; (D) Mayor Troy at the Natchez Library (L)! 
Watkins of Natchez; (E) Dr. Charles K. Pullen and Callie Chism; Nunan (N) Dr. Eugene W 
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ne Wa) MLC display (P) School 


librarians, one of five buzz groups led by Mary Ann Stanback 
(Q) Borden Deal autographs his book for Jonette Sanford (R) 
Exhibitors (S) Display at Fisk Library (T) Soiree at Fisk Library 
(U) In the exhibit area—coffee was served (V) Public Libraries 
Workshop (W) Special libraries workshop. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE .. . “Let’s have a 
copy of that speech in MLN!” was heard 
again and again as each of the three 
featured speakers of the MLA Convention 
challenged Mississippi librarians. Because 
these talks were so excellent . . . because 
those more than 250 librarians who sojourn- 
ed to Natchez for the October meetings 
wanted to have these speeches in print .. . 
and because these are worthy of being 
shared with those MLA members who were 
unable to attend the convention . . . we 
print in this December issue excerpts from 
talks by Jerome Cushman, Sallie Farrell, and 
Borden Deal. We regret they cannot be 
printed in toto. 

by Borden Deal 

This is the first time I’ve been in my 
native state for more than ten years .. . 
so I am especially appreciative of the in- 
vitation the Mississippi Library Association 
has extended to me to come to Natchez 
during your annual convention . . . Li- 
brarians have always been my favorite peo- 
ple, and libraries one of favorite places. 
I think that it was in the library at New 
Albany, Mississippi, my home town, that 


The Way of a Writer 


the ambition to write first came to me.. . 

It is the very essence of a public library 
that the doors be always open, and a wel- 
come always ready, for these searchers and 
seekers. And I think that the libraries of 
this country have done a magnificent job— 
in spite of low pay, small opportunity, and 
in the face of massive indifference from the 
controllers and apportioners of public money. 
However, one prevalent policy of the pubic 
libraries I have never been able to under- 
stand—for it goes against the basic function 
and desire of-the libraries themselves. 

I am speaking of the custom of making 
a rental shelf out of the best of the current 
books, both novels and non-fiction. 

I am fully aware of the reasons advanced 
for this policy. I know that frequently the 
only money a library has available for new 
purchases, especially of current novels, 
comes from these rental fees. I know that 
year after year the public libraries take 
their requests for appropriation to the City 
Council, or the County Board of Revenue, 
or to whatever authority controls their 
finances—and that year after year these re- 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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2. Free pick-up service. 
3. Binding returned in four to five weeks. 


4. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
Southern Library Bindery Company 


Nashville 6, Tennessee 








Page 152 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS — DECEMBER, 1958 











que 
the 
sala 
mak 
face 
boo 
LA 


anc 











ary 


rel. 
ind 
of 
b— 
nd 
he 
ey. 
Dic 
er- 
on 














(Continued from Page 152) 

quests are denied, or cut to the bone, until 
the libraries are barely abe to meet their 
salaries and maintain their plants, much less 
make new purchases of books. But in the 
face of all this, I still say—The rental of 
books in a public library should be the 
LAST resort of desperation—NOT the first 
and most-used solution to the problem. 

For this one reason—the word “Public” 
is just as important and just as operative 
as the word “Library”. They go hand in 
hand. The word “Library” without the word 
“Public” is just a collection of books. But 
when you put the two together—then you 
have one of the strongest and most sub- 
stantial elements in a community’s life. 

And—I regret to say—when a pubic library 
installs a rental shelf by that action they 
cut off a number of those searchers and 
seekers—especially among the children—for 
whom the libraries exist in the first place . . . 

I know it is a difficult problem. But 
I would like to urge upon you the explora- 
tion of other solutions . . . Perhaps, in many 
communities, it would be possible to form 
a group of the Friends of the Public Li- 
brary—people who are interested in the li- 
brary and are willing and able to spend 
time and money to support it. Perhaps a 
fund drive could be held among interested 
people every year to form a treasury for 
new purchases. Perhaps a Book Drive could 
be held among the women’s clubs, where 
each member of each club would contribute 
one book to the library. And I don’t mean 
a dusty old volume out of the attic, either— 
I mean a brand-new book that’s just come 
out this year. There are resources here that 
few libraries have tapped . . . and these 
resources can keep open those shelves to 
everyone who comes, whether he has a few 
pennies in his pocket or not .. . 

It’s easy to think of oneself as a writer— 
after all, it only takes a pencil and a few 
sheets of paper to be in business. These 
young people think that’s all you need—a 
pencil, some paper, and a more or less 
vague desire to write, plus a certain facility 
with words. Well, writing talent is a dime 
a dozen . . . but I think that in this field 
the old saying can be applied with great 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS — DECEMBER, 1958 


force and cogency—Many are called, but 
few are chosen. 

In my own years of learning how to be 
a writer—and God knows I’m still learning— 
I’ve found that drive and persistence, given 
a modicum of talent, are the most important 
things. A book is a big project. If one de- 
pended on inspiration to write every line 
of it, you would never finish a book. You 
get the inspiration, true enough—but then 
you work like the devil for a year to get 
the initial inspiration down on paper. 

Among the letters I get, there is frequent- 
ly the assumption that a publishing writer 
surely must be in the possession of a trade 
secret that makes all things clear and easy; 
a key that opens the door with one twist 
of the wrist. If there IS such a key, I’ve 
never found it myself. But so many letters 
ask me how to write a book, that I have 
developed a standard answer that seems to 
fit nearly all the cases. 

When you get your idea, I tell them, the 
rest is very easy. Just sit down and write 
one page a day. One page a day for a 
year. And at the end of the year you will 
have a 365-page novel. 

Sometimes I believe that writing has 
more myths and misconceptions—all firmly 
believed by beginning writers—than any 
other subject under the sun... 

The truth is, just about every book that’s 
good enough to be published finds a pub- 
lisher. I’m not saying it’s easy; I’m not 
saying there isn’t a lot of heartbreak and 
time’s delay in the process. My own first 
novel, Walk Through The Valley, was re- 
jected by six publishers before it was taken 
by one of the best, Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
My wife’s first novel, The Toy Fair, 
was turned down by three publishers before 
David McKay took it. A good book will get 
published. This myth only serves the self- 
deception and inadequacies of the would-be 
writer. If, instead of believing this easy lie, 
the would-be writer would honestly strive 
to improve both himself and his book, he 
would have a much better chance as a 
writer. 

Another myth—and one that has done per- 
haps the most damage of all—is the myth of 

(Continued on Page 154) 
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“Persuasion 


by Sallie Farrell 

I am very proud of this invitation to talk 
with Mississippi librarians and library 
trustees. It seems quite ridiculous but I 
must admit this is my very first MLA con- 
vention. 

There are so many things I want to say— 
library-wise and otherwise. An assignment 
of this kind— to speak in one’s own, 
one’s native land—among long-time friends, 
college classmates, and close professional 
colleagues—is frightening. It is much easier 
to make pronouncements among complete 
strangers ... 

Before another minute passes let me 
hasten to say how proud I am of Missis- 





(Continued from Page 153) 
revisions . . . This myth is so strong, and 
so prevalent, that I have known of case 
after case of young writers who have written 
a book, found a publisher who likes it and 
offers a contract . . . the contract is signed 
and the advance on royalities paid .. . 
and then the writer absolutely refuses to 
change one single line or comma in the 
manuscript. The upshot of the rigidity is 
always the same; the novel is never pub- 
lished; the publisher becomes even more 
reluctant to give contracts and advances 
before a novel is ready for the printer; the 
writer is never published because he has 
acquired a reputation of being difficult to 
work with—and no editor in the business of 
publishing can afford to waste his time 
and the publisher’s money on such a writer 
. . . NO MATTER HOW BASICALLY 
PROMISING HE MAY BE. 

There is one thing, and one thing only, 
that a writer must never forget. He must 
approach his writing with humility. He is 
nothing; the story is everything. He should 
listen to his people; he should try for the 
truth in the simplest, most honest, way he 
can. He should not flourish the tools of his 
trade in pride, but use them in quiet and 
unobtrusive competence. And he should 
never forget that a story is not a story until 
it is read, until it communicates—preferably 
something about people and something 
about truth. 
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for Profit’ 


sippi’s library accomplishments—its keener 
library-consciousness, its increasing number 
of stronger, larger units of service, its in- 
creased financial support of libraries, and 
the intensified interest of laymen. 

I want to commend the MLA and the 
Mississippi Library Commission on the read- 
able and informative publication Mississippi 
Library News. I like its sprightly style in 
covering the Mississippi Library scene. 

I think I have a very fine subject— 
“Persuasion for Profit”. There are a number 
of ways I might have approached this sub- 
ject. I started thinking about trustees | 
have known and worked with, and the very 
important part they have had in the library 
program. I thought I might discuss what 
some of these trustees have done by virtue 
of their own special talents and positions 
to make the library a vital part of their 
community—how, because of their dedica- 
tion, resoucefulness and persuasion, they 
have brought profit to the people of their 
parish and region and state. 

Just recently I attended the third annual 
one-day art festival sponsored by a parish 
library, but spearheaded by a member of 
the library board. Each festival has been 
successively better, reaching more and more 
people. I was impressed with the participa- 
tion this year. The district attorney 
“emceed” the morning program; a business- 
man and civic leader presided over the 
afternoon session. A former district judge 
spoke briefly but feelingly on “The Library 
and the Community”. The artist laureate of 
Louisiana talked about writing, illustration, 
and publishing a parish history. The general 
manager of a large industry took time out 
of his busy schedule to talk about “Art 
in the Family”. 

The trustee who is the leader in this com- 
mendable effort has a flair for organization 
of this type of activity and does it with 
ease, finesse and enjoyment. And she is most 
persuasive! A trustee, not a librarian but 
with a librarian’s help, has pointed up and 
illustrated well the contribution a library 
can make to the community, and in doing 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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(Continued from Page 154) 
so has increased immeasurably the library’s 
stature. 

Is recalling trustees I have known, I 
thought of the man who did so much for 
Louisiana library development—the late J. 
O. Modisette. One of the things I like best 
to remember about Mr. Modisette is his 
business card which was conventionally en- 
graved with his name and business but in 
the lower lefthand corner was inscribed, 
“Interested in Libraries”. This simple phrase 
did much to arouse interest in the work 
of what was then the Louisiana Library 
Commission. 

I thought of the trustee . . . who is an 
avid reader and wants everybody else to 
be. She never misses a chance to mention 
the library’s services, a book she has read, 
or a book she’s seen on the bookmobile 
that might interest the person to whom 
she’s talking. 

I remembered a trustee who has great 
talent as a book reviewer and was in de- 
mand constantly. 

And don’t we have a warm spot in our 
hearts for the trustee, a large taxpayer him- 
self, who is sold on the library and who 
influences his large taxpaying friends to 
support library tax elections and library 


bond issues. I am happy to report that I 


can count many trustees like this. 
I can think of many Organization Men 


and Organization Women who through their 
many civic enterprises have done great ser- 
vice for libraries. They go everywhere and 
see everybody and never forget that the 
library has something to offer to every facet 
of community life. 

All of these effective trustees and library 
friends about whom we have talked use, 
although perhaps unconsciously, certain 
techniques of good salesmanship. Just the 
other night I read Elmer Wheeler’s latest 
book on selling—How To Sell When the 
Selling Is Tough. He is the person, you may 
remember, who coined the phrase “Don’t 
Sell the Steak, Sell the Sizzle”. 

May I share with you a few of Mr. 
Wheeler’s tested, sure-fire formulas for the 
star salesman and for the beginner, which 
are particularly applicable in library sell- 
ing. 

“How'd you like to cut your shaving time 
in half?” doubled the sale of shaving cream 
in drug stores nationwide. We need to de- 
velop sentences that will sell libraries— 
magic words to use the year round—not just 
for one week but over and over again—in 
newspapers, on radio and television, in pub- 
lic service advertisements and in talks. 

What you say and how you say it, makes 
sales, says Mr. Wheeler. 

“Know your Merchandise” is Formula 
No. 2. 

(Continued on Page 156) 








Colonial Book Service 
Specialists in supplying the out-of- 
print books as listed in all Library In- 
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General Literature; Shaw; Standard; 
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Formula number 3 is “Don't sell the 
Steak—Sell the Sizzle”. Mr. Wheeler says 
the sizzle is the tang in the cheese, the 
crunch in the cracker, the whiff in the cof- 
fee, the pucker in the pickle. 

What are the sizzles in library service— 
the things about it that move the heart not 
the brain of the prospective “buyer”. 

“Don’t Write—Telegraph”. Your first ten 
words are more important than your next 
10,000 according to Mr. Wheeler. Talk you. 
Sell benefits. Officials and citizens and 
organizations will be much more receptive 
to a library tax, a bond issue for a building 
if the library spokesman is brief and to 
the point. 

I like this formula—“Say It with Flowers”. 
Dramatize our stock in trade. This is good 
advice: Get excited and others get excited; 
radiate enthusiasm, beam, bubble; enthu- 
siasm is catching. 

In closing I want to quote a wonderful 
sentence of Gerald Johnson’s found in his 
introduction to Library Service in the U. S.: 





“Fame and wealth may lie in other di- 
rections, but nowhere may a man acquire 
more honor than by taking a part, however 
small, in a work that simulataneously en- 
larges the life of the individual, enlarges 
the wisdom of nation, and enlarges the 
hope of the free world that it may be led 
in the ways of wisdom, whose ‘ways are 
ways of pleasantness and all her paths are 
peace”. 


Every Mississippi librarian is a potential 
contributor to MLN. If you have an inspira- 
tion for an article, send it in to your re- 
porter without waiting for notification that 
an issue is in the making. Your help is 
needed to make the magazine representative 
and useful. 


More than 20,000 librarians, trustees and 
friends of libraries from the United States, 
Canada and over 50 foreign countries be- 
long to the American Library Association. 





HERE’S HOW 
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SAVE TIME 
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Write only one check 
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The Younger Generation, Bewildered or Bewildering 


by Jerome Cushman 
Salina (Kansas) Public Library 

One of today’s favorite indoor sports 
might be called second guessing our teen- 
agers. When we adults give them the regu- 
lation dose of over-regulation, under atten- 
tion, and lack of confidence in their in- 
tegrity, it is done with the attitude that 
“We know you don't like it, but we're 
only thinking of your own good”. The mem- 
bers of the library profession do not need 
to join that happy throng of expertizing on 
teen agers, because we've got plenty of 
other matters to concern us, but we will 
do well to take some rather concentrated 
looks at the younger generation and his 
attitudes toward his surroundings . . . 

Whether one is a public, school, or col- 
lege librarian, he is brought face to face 
with these young adults. We have difficulty 
communicating with our young people. We 
do not take the time to look at their needs 
for their point of view. It goes without 
saying that the institutional pattern of our 
libraries does not always serve the expressed 
or unexpressed needs of our young people. . 

It must never be forgotten that the li- 
brary is still one of the most powerful 
strongholds for the development of the in- 
dividual. 

The young perrson is in conflict with 
society. The imagine he has of adult groups 
is often distorted. Law _ enforcement 
agencies are regarded with suspicion. Even 
social agencies such as churches, settlement 
houses, youth organizations are regarded 
either as being neutral toward him, or be- 
coming objects of exploitation by the young 
people themselves. The young person often 
models his own clubs after those of adults, 
and the activities of the adult organizations 
become the pattern of the young. It is 
obvious that both good and bad patterns 
exist. 

Is it any wonder that our young people 
are guilty of some confusion? We tell them 
that hard work for its own sake is good, 
and is the way to get ahead. Yet we let 
them know how important it is for them 
to know the right people, to have friend- 
ships that will assist them in their social 
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and economic careers. We impress upon our 
up for what he thinks is right, and at the 
same time we tell him not to be the only 
young people that every man should stand 
one in his class who objects to a new 
regulation. We don’t want our adolescents 
to be “different”. Is it any wonder that a 
young person has trouble identifying with 
anything? He finds the values of his parents, 
his adult peers, and his school shifting and 
ambivalent. He gropes to understand him- 
self and in his groping finds others his age 
in the same dilemma. 

Do we librarians have any stake in these 
matters? How can we do better jobs? Our 
best work will be in perfecting ourselves 
in the job we know best, bringing young 
people and books together. 

Some of the attributes needed by li- 
brarians in order to re-examine our relation- 
ship with young people are self evident but 
perhaps it might not be amiss to repeat a 
few. Adaptability is quite necessary. The 
most carefully laid plans might fall like a 
pack of cards if they do not truly meet 
the needs of the young persons whom you 
are trying to serve. The ability to change 
directions virtually in mid air might spell 
success or failure of the entire program. 

A patience almost beyond one’s under- 
standing is sometimes required. The re- 
actions of youth can be so unreasonable 
that it would seem to be only common sense 
to write them off. Patience almost always 
pays dividends. Along with patience a li- 
brarian must have the motivation to seek 
out and fulfill the needs of young people. 

Favorable reactions on the part of the 
teen-ager are more likely to come about if 
the librarian shows a warmth of personality 
and a real interest in being of service. 
These young people cannot be fooled for 
one minute. They listen for the edge in the 
voice, the brusquesness of manner, the 
jerky movements of impatience on the part 
of the librarian. The final attribute, more 
important than any, is imagination. This 
is the creative aspect of one’s job. It is 
the aspect which makes its deepest impres- 
sion upon young people. There has not yet 

(Continued on Page 169) 
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Alphabet Soup and ASERL 


by 
FORREST C. PALMER 

During the early days of the New Deal 
Era the use of combinations of three letters 
to represent an agency, an organization, a 
person, a movement or what-have-you be- 
came popular. FDR, CCC, WPA, HST, 
VFW, GCA, RIP, aad all such combinations 
gained respectability, and proved a short- 
cut in everyday speech just as Col. Mc- 
Cormick’s and Melvil Dewey’s “frate” and 
the like did in spelling. 

The library profession was no exception. 
However librarians were not always content 
to use just three letters in combination, 
but often used four or five to represent an 
organization or division. 

A few examples will suffice: ALA, MLA, 
SLA, SELA, PTLA, and ACRL. With the 
reorganization of ALA, these initials some- 
times took on a comic aspect, as there was 
in existence COO (Committee on Organiza- 
tion), LAD (Library Administration Divi- 
sion), LED (Library Education Division, 
and RATS (Resources and Technical Ser- 
vices Division, initials soon changed to 
RTSD). 

One is not likely to be amazed today 
if it were said that “ASERL is composed 
of SIRF and other SELA region libraries, 
such as those at ORINS, VPI, MSU, U of 
M., UNC, etc.” The statement also intro- 
duces one of the newest and most exclusive 
of library organizations, the Association of 
Southeastern Research Libraries (ASERL). 

On June 21, 1956, the representatives of 
the majority of the important research 
libraries in the Southeastern United States 
met during the Miami Beach ALA meeting 
to form ASERL. It was agreed that “mem- 
bership in ASERL would comprise uni- 
versity libraries offering the doctorate in 
Alabama, Florida (Miami University includ- 
ed), Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Missis- 
sippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, and Virginia.” In addition to the 
charter members, other libraries and 
organizations, such as the Oak Ridge Insti- 
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tute of Nuclear Studies, The Southeastern 
Interlibrary Research Facility, and the Vir- 
ginia State Library were included. Addi- 
tional libraries of similiar stature have been 
added. This state is represented by Missis- 
sippi State University and the University 
of Mississippi. 

The purpose of this organization is the 
discussion and solution of common pro- 
blems. Meetings are usually held at the 
time of ALA summer and midwinter con- 
ferences, and during SELA conferences. 
There have been seven meetings, the most 
recent during the October, 1958 SELA meet- 
ing in Louisville. Increased library develop- 
ment and greater cooperation among educa- 
tional institutions seems assured. Ac- 
complishments of SELA already include the 
Southeastern Supplement to the Union List 
of Serials. Many libraries in the Southeast 
have greatly augmented their serial hold- 
ings since the publication of the Union List 
of Serials, but none of this has been 
regionally or nationally reported. With the 
editing and publication of the Southeastern 
Supplement, inter-library borrowing will be 
greatly facilitated in the region. Institutions 
may augment materials in various subject 
areas through proper borrowing and con- 
centrate more funds on purchasing more 
needed titles. Little-used titles may be bor- 
rowed from other libraries. 

Other projects under consideration by 
ASERL include (1) cooperation with the 
Library of Congress in activities of regional 
interest, (2) an investigation into various 
states’ newspaper conservation and micro- 
filming practices (3) discussion of the publi- 
cations of institutions of higher learning in 
the South and their preservation, (4) the 
status of files of little known Southern 
periodicals, (5) statistics of Southeastern 
libraries, (6) foundation assistance to South- 
eastern research libraries, (7) a regional 
clearing house and newsletter, (8) library 
personnel and encouragement of recruiting 
to the profession, (9) the publication of 

(Continued on Page 159) 
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Good-by! Have a wonderful time! Librarian Eleanor Harkins and Secretarial Assistant 





. 


Mrs. Miriam Woosley waving farewell to their fellow staff members (left to right) Elizabeth 
Dakin, Mabel Brister and Jonett Sanford as they depart from the W. B. ROBERTS 
MEMORIAL LIBRARY, Delta State College, for the Southeastern Library Association 


Convention at Louisville, Kentucky. 





(Continued from Page 158) 

Ph. D. dissertations on microfilm, (10) estab- 
lishment of a regional teletype system to 
facilitate communication (11) the Council 
on Library Resources, Inc. (12) a guide to 
research resources in the Southeast, (13) a 
proposed national pool of domestic news- 
papers, and (14) opportunities and _ limits 
for research library cooperation. 

In these days of expensive projects and 
extensive organizations, ASERL is unusual, 
as the financial outlay requisite to member- 
ship and participation is negligible, and 
there are no annual dues or assessments. 
Office assistance is provided through the 
Southern Regional Education Board, and 
the work load is usually divided among 
the participating libraries. Left to its intents, 
ASERL should reap benefits for the re- 
search college and university libraries of 
the region. 


Transparent sandwich bags or deep freez- 
er containers of pasteboard or plastic, may 
be used as protective dust covers for rare 


books. 
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N 1 W MULTI-COPY 
OVERDUE NOTICES 
one typing ... three copies 


Saves typing time and re-check- 
ing time on registration files or 
book records. Made to fit spe- 
cial size window envelopes, 
plain or imprinted. Write for 
samples and prices. 


GAYLORD BROS., INC. | 
Library Supplies 


SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 
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1. Circulation at Guyton Library, Blue 
Mountain College, keeps staff members 
busy. Third from left is Mrs. Taylor, li- 
brarian. 


2. Mr. W. G. Wilcox, professor of history, 
uses statistics volumes in Reference reading 
room. 





3. Mrs. Frances Tyler, instructor in Old 
Testament, and students read in Bound 
Periodical room adjacent to stacks. 





Guyton Library in Action 





5. Student librarians check in mail and 
mark books in work room. 





6. Attractive display of newspapers and 
current periodicals invites many readers. 


Guyton Library at Blue Mountain College celebrated its first anniversary on October 
twenty-fourth by having its picture taken in action. The modern building contains more 
than 22,000 well-selected volumes. Mrs. Walter F. Taylor, librarian, who received her 
master’s degree in library science from George Peabody College in August, 1958, supervises 


a student staff of seventeen members. 
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CHRISTMAS IS FUN 
by 
Margarete Peebles 

Christmas is fun in the Mitchell Memorial 
Library at Mississippi State University when 
the staff decorates for the holiday season. 
The Circulation Department trims the 
bulletin boards in appropriate scenes or 
Season’s greetings; while the members of 
the other departments trim a huge Christ- 
mas tree which is placed in the lobby. These 
trimmings are put up during the first week 
in December so that the students will have 
time to enjoy them before the holidays 
begin. Last year’s bulletin boards were 
attractive enough to pass on to Mississippi 
Library News in hopes that they might 
suggest something for other libraries faced 
with the continued problem of bulletin 
boards and displays. Here at Mississippi 
State we take pictures of all the original 
bulletin boards we put up and also save 
all materials used for boards. In this way 
the picture helps us to re-assemble a 
bulletin board; or we can re-use the same 
materials. 

To make the “Merry Christmas-Happy 
New Year” display, the bulletin boards 
were covered with white, slick finished 
paper. Letters were cut from kitchen shelf 
paper, also slick finish. Between each letter 
is a hand drawn, tempera painted Santa, 
each in a different pose. A cane from the 
dime store tied with a red satin bow filled 
in space on the Happy New Year board. 








For the Angel in a Cloud, the bulletin 
board was covered with deep blue paper. 
The same colored background paper was 
used on all the bulletin boards at the same 
time to make a more effective display. 
Painted with tempera colors, the angel was 
drawn from a picture in St. Louis Allis 
Messenger. The dress was pale pink; the 
hair, yellow; and the wings were made from 
the janitor’s white dust cloths covered with 
glitter. Tinsel circled the head. The cloud 
was of blue angel hair. Only a color photo- 
graph can do the display justice. 








“The Night before Christmas” was made from props used several years ago. By 





combining them a new scene was created. Bulletin boards were deep blue; the stars 
came from the dime store. Santa was drawn from an illustrated copy of Night Before 
Christmas, painted with tempera paints, cut out and mounted. The snow was cotton. 
Real sprigs of cedar, covered with glitter, form the trees. The house was cut from red, 
corrugated cardboard. The church was cut from white poster paper, windows made from 
gold lining paper from Christmas card envelopes. The moon was of range paper. 
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—Around The Libraries — 


FIRST REGIONAL 

The first Regional Library serving De- 
Soto, Tate, Panola and Lafayette Counties 
sponsored a book exhibit at six of its nine 
branch libraries during Book Week. Towns 
viewing the displays included: Hernando, 
Senatobia, Oxford, Sardis, Batesville and 
Como. 

MERIDIAN 

Meridian Public Libraries is in process 
of renovating the “Salt-Mines”, a very bad 
work and storage area in the basement. A 
special appropriation made by the Meridian 
City Council last summer for this purpose 
will provide for painting, asphalt tile floor 
covering and better lighting for the whole 
area, an air-conditioned work room and new 
steel stacks for work storage. 

A small kitchenette and rest area for the 
staff will also be included, and the work- 
room will have all storage shelves removed 
and will be a roomy, planned area. No more 
storage stacks will be available, but the 
whole area will be comfortable, usable and 
efficient. 

The Meridian - Neshoba County new air- 
conditioned Bookmobile is scheduled for de- 
livery around the first of December. 

CITY-COUNTY MEMORIAL 

Katherine Wilson, assistant librarian, City- 
County Memorial Library, Bay St. Louis, 
says: 

“We found the M.L.A. Convention at 
Natchez most interesting and instructive, 
and returned to an active ‘Book Week’ sche- 
dule. Having bought some especially lovely 
books at the convention displays, we were 
rushed to clear the decks for a class in 
‘Dry Flower Arrangements’ by the Garden 
Club. Bringing scrap books to date and 
bulletin boards completes our list.” 

LINCOLN-LAWRENCE 

Book Week was observed with children’s 
story hour, displays of children’s books. 
In cooperation with the Woman’s Club of 
Monticello children’s books were also dis- 


played in a downtown store window. 
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Great Books discussion group is under- 
way in Brookhaven sponsored by the library. 
Howard Will, Great Books Area Representa- 
tive from Memphis was present for the 
initial meeting to introduce the program. 

VICKSBURG 

The Vicksburg library has been success- 
fully sponsoring talks by well known authors 
on their books. Mrs. Edith Wyatt Moore of 
Natchez was there in September; Harnett 
Kane in October. Librarian Mary Sherard 
says “it was so crowded people had to sit 
on the tables”. 

Mary Sherard reports great interest in 
the regular weekly notes written by Li- 
brarian Mary Elizabeth Winston at the Etta 
O’Neill Branch Library. These appear in 
the column “Among Colored Folks” in the 
Vicksburg Evening Post. 

BATESVILLE 

The Batesville Library held a combina- 
tion Rose Show, Hobby Show and Silver 
Tea in cooperation with the Batesville 
Garden Club and Womans’ Club on October 
16. It attracted a large crowd and resulted 
in a net fund of $36.90 toward improve- 
ment in the lighting system of the library. 

MONTGOMERY CO. 

The Montgomery County Library in 
Winona, which is composed largely of 
“Special” sections, has added another unit 
recently as its project for 1958. The new 
unit is the history of the Confederacy and 
features biographies of famous generals, 
officers and civilian leaders and sketches 
on Shrines throughout the South. 

GULFPORT 

Gulfport gave more publicity than ever 
before to a “Fine Free Week” during Book 
Week. Results were better with nearly ten 
percent of the overdues coming in the first 
day. 

CARNEGIE—CLARKSDALE 

The Clarksdale Public Library inaugu- 
rated service to the Coahoma County Hospi- 
tal this summer. The books will be rolled 

(Continued on Page 163) 
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Public Library Section 
Holds Workshop On 
Public Library Standards 


The Public Library Section held a work- 
shop on Public Library Standards at its 
annual meeting at the Mississippi Library 
Association. Mrs. Celia B. Wiygul, Chair- 
man, presided. Discussion leaders at four 
tables were Miss Lucile Miller, Director, 
Tombigbee Regional Library, West Point; 
Mrs. E. Norvel Hudson, Olive Branch; Mrs. 
Iola Magee, Librarian, Lincoln-Lawrence 
Regional Library, Brookhaven; and Miss 
Maria Person, Librarian, Gulfport Carnegie- 
Harrison County Library, Gulfport. 

A lively discussion was held on standards 
in selection of materials; advantages of a 
written statement of policy; standards of 
materials and the use of accepted lists; the 
necessity for inter-library loan and co- 
operative planning; withdrawal of obsolete 
material and advantages of the proposed 
Book Pool sponsored by the Mississippi Li- 
brary Commission. 

Mrs. Gordon Jones of Greenwood was 
elected chairman of the Public Library Sec- 
tion for the next year and Mrs. Gilbreath 
Neill of Brandon was elected secretary. 





(Continued from Page 162) 
through the hospital six days a week by 
hospital auxiliary members and the book- 
mobile will visit the hospital every two 
weeks. 

Anona Jenkins voiced what most librarians 
have commented on this year—the booming 
circulation in public libraries during July 
and August, in nearly all cases surpassing 
all previous summers. We seek all sorts of 
explanations—the weather, air conditioned 
libraries, better publicity, movies and tele- 
vision, but anyway it is a challenge to the 
public library. 

GREENWOOD—LEFLORE 

Very successful was the first lecture meet- 
ing of the Great Books Group with Mrs. 
Olivia Rivers, Mississippi State University 
English Department, lecturing on “King 
Lear”. The next two topics and lecturers 
will be Dr. D. H. Vass on Aristotle’s 
POLITICS and Dr. Robert Holland on 
Emerson’s THE AMERICAN SCHOLAR. 
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Real Estate Books To Be 
Presented To 19 Libraries 


Nineteen Mississippi libraries, in towns 
having Chapters of the Mississippi Real 
Estate Association, will soon have enriched 
book collections in the real estate section. 

The state association, feeling a need for 
greater public information on real estate, 
has proopsed to its chapters that they match 
local groups gifts up to $15 for the pur- 
chase of books from a list prepared by the 
National Real Estate Association. 

Jack Youngblood of Meridian, State Pub- 
licity and Public Relations chairman, in a 
letter to local presidents stressed the need 
to check with the local library first on its 
needs. Stressing the public relations value 
of the program, Youngblood wrote, “Your 
committee hopes this is the beginning of a 
continuous program that will be repeated 
each year hereafter.” 

Librarians in libraries where books have 
been placed feel the program is rewarding 
in making good titles on a specific subject 
available, in its public relations features, 
and in the experience of mutual effort with 
this progressive group of businessmen. 

Cities included in the program are: Biloxi, 
Natchez, Clarksdale, Cleveland, Columbus, 
Greenville, Grenada, Greenwood, Gulfport, 
Hattiesburg, Indianola, Jackson, Laurel, 
Batesville, Brookhaven, Tupelo, Vicksburg, 
West Point and Meridian. 





STATE’S 1ST PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Mississippi's first public library, according 
to Margaret Guthrie, Harriette Person 
Memorial Library, Port Gibson, was estab- 
lished in that city in 1818. 

An article published some time ago in 
the Clarksdale Register, states that the first 
library was established just one year after 
the state was admitted into the Union as 
the twentieth state. 

On the 13th day of January, 1818 gover- 
nor Holmes placed his signature upon a 
bill “to incorporate the Mississippi Literary 
and Library Company of Gibson’s Port”. 

“This corporation, according to recorded 
history, maintained a library building and 
a librarian, and was no doubt the state’s 
first public library.” 
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Clarksdale Gets New Air Conditioned Bookmobile 


Continuing its 35 years of bookmobile 
service, the Carnegie Public Library at 
Clarksdale recently put into operation a 
new, air-conditioned $8,200 bookmobile. 

The library’s first bookmobile was pur- 
chased in 1923. It was a second-hand Ford, 
built into a book truck by home-talent 
labor. 

The latest unit, built by a company 
specializing in such vehicles, is the last word 
in modern convenience. Sturdy and roomy, 
the body is painted a bright green. The air- 
conditioned interior is furnished with com- 
fortable leather benches, two desks to 
facilitate the checking in and out of books 
and contains shelves for 1,500 volumes. 

This library on wheels is one of the busiest 
vehicles in Coahoma County. Its schedule 
includes 33 community stops in the county 
every two weeks and during the summer 
months, four stops at Clarksdale every two 
weeks. During the school term it serves five 
county white schools and five city elemen- 
tary schools every two weeks. 

Last year the bookmobile issued 51,147 
books. 

Bookmobile librarians are Mrs. Ruth 
Stoddard and Mrs. Elsie Earle Jones. 

The official family of Clarksdale’s Car- 
negie Public Library includes Miss Anona 
Jenkins, librarian; and the library’s board of 

(Continued on Page 165) 
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New bookmobile for the Carnegie Public 
Library is inspected by (left to right) J. E. 
Merritt, president of the board of super- 
visors, G. F. Maynard, chairman of the 
library board; Anona Jenkins, librarian, W. 
H. Maynard, city attorney; Mrs. W. H. 
Jones and Mrs. H. L. Stoddard, bookmobile 
librarians. 





a 


One of Clarksdale’s first “Book Automobiles” which took to the rural roads of Coahoma 


County in 1923. 
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First Regional Library 


Has Assistant Director 


On October 1, Mrs. Bess Hawken of 
Batesville, assumed duties as Assistant Di- 
rector of the First Regional Library. She 
will be working in the headquarters office 
in Hernando and in the nine branch li- 
braries of the region, as supervisor. 

Mrs. Hawken is a native of Batesville, 
having been born and reared there, receiv- 
ing her elementary and high school educa- 
tion in the local schools. She attended 
M.S.C.W. and was graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Mississippi. She has done graduate 
work in both History and English there. 
She expects to complete graduate work in 
Library Science at the University during 
the summer session of 1959. 

For the past year and a half Mrs. Hawken 
has been librarian for the Batesville and 
Sardis Branches of the regional library. 


NOTE FROM PUBLIC LIBRARY 
REPORTER: 


From conversation over coffee cups, in 
elevators, and whispered remarks during 
speeches, I know public librarians have all 
sorts of ideas about what they want in 
the News. Pass these ideas along. We will 
see what we can do. 





(Cortinued from Page 164) 
trustees composed of George F. Maynard, 
Jr., chairman; Pat D. Holcomb, Mrs. F. E. 
Gilliland, James Payne, Mrs. Carl E. Mur- 
phree, Mrs. Tom Aberholt, Mrs. Alcorn 
Russell, Marshall Boudin Jr., Graham Bram- 
lett, and Allan L. McClure. 


The Carnegie Public Library is supported 
by both the City of Clarksdale and Coahoma 
County. 


From the Commercial Appeal, July 7. 
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MISSISSIPPI FILMSTRIPS, Inc. 


PEARL V. GUYTON, President 
Box 165, Natchez, Mississippi 


PRESENTS 


EDUCATIONAL COLORED FILMSTRIPS 


5 Sets of Colored Educational Filmstrips of 53 frames each, entitled: 
“Progress In Mississippi” 


Booklet of 10 pages containing “Suggestions To Teachers,” if complete 
ught. The only filmstrips available on Mississippi. 
Grades 4-12. Adapted to eight subjects. 
Jackson, The Capital City 
The Delta Country Where Cotton is ro 
Gulf Coast, Playground of Mississippi, the Piney Woods 
Historic Natchez — Vicksburg Area 
Forestry, Grain and Livestock in Mississippi 
Cost: $6.00 per filmstrip or $30.00 for complete 5 filmstrips. 

Cash, or payment within 30 days — if requisition duly signed. 

Filmstrip produced by: PEARL V. GUYTON, Aided by Color Filmstrip Experts 
P. O. Box 165, Natchez, Mississippi 
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Miss.-La. Special Librarians At MLA 


The Special Libraries Section of the 
Mississippi Library Association met together 
with the Louisiana Chapter of Special 
Librarians for luncheon Saturday noon, 
November 1, at the Eola Hotel. Good 
company, good talk, and good food all were 
present as the seventy-seven librarians 
listened during lunch to a most interesting 
panel discussion, “Cooperation Among 
Libraries of Different Types.” 


Miss Louise Williams of the Mississippi 
State Board of Health Library was 
moderator and prefaced her introduction of 
the speakers with this brief comment: 


“We are living in an age of tremendous 
developments—a research-minded age which 
requires more help than ever before from 
libraries and librarians to supply pertinent 
information needed on current studies or 
projects. How can we best organize the 
resources of our various collections to best 
service present-day needs? No one library 
is sufficient unto itself, no matter how large 
its holdings. The time comes when some- 
thing is needed from another library. What 
can we achieve or hope to achieve of our 
objectives through some constructive pro- 
gram of cooperation among libraries of 
various types? Although some deterrents 
may exist in giving fullest cooperation, there 
seems little question that through coopera- 
tion, our total efforts might be considerably 
strengthened and we should make the fullest 
use of the potential that we have.” 


Panelists for the discussion were Dr. 
Eugene P. Watson, librarian and professor 


of library science at Northwestern State 
College of Louisiana; and Miss Ena Kay 
Hudson, Reference Librarian, Mississippi 
Southern College, speaking on behalf of 
college librarians; presenting the public 
librarians viewpoint were Miss Marian Tay- 
lor, Librarian, Rapides Parish Library, Alex- 
andria, Louisiana, and Mrs. Lura Currier, 
Director, Mississippi Library Commission; 
and speaking for special libraries were Miss 
Dora Beard, Librarian, Public Affairs Re- 
search Council of Louisiana, Inc., Baton 
Rouge, and Miss Irene Graham, Librarian, 
University of Mississippi Medical Center. 

As means of cooperation these possibili- 
ties were discussed: (1) Union catalogs and 
union lists of serials for designated areas; 
(2) compilation of directories of libraries 
within a given area, with brief description 
of type of collections, special bibliographical 
tools, etc.; (3) reference, and how much is 
reasonable to request; (4) coordination of 
purchasing within a given area; (5) coordi- 
nated borrowing privileges; (6) inter-library 
loan and supplying microfilm or photocopy; 
(7) exchange of duplicate materials; (8) 
cooperative cataloging. Out of the discus- 
sion grew the conviction that we definitely 
can help one another; that we, to begin 
with, should explore the possibilities of 
mutual assistance, particularly with libraries 
in our own vicinity; that the difficulties of 
cooperation in the various fields are not 
insurmountable; and that, by working to- 
gether, we can, as Miss Williams stated in 
her introduction, considerably strengthen 
our total effort. 
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LIBRARY FURNITURE 


Mid-Century Innovator Tables — 
Chairs — Charging Desks — Shelving 
Write for our Special Library Catalog 


MISSISSIPPI! SCHOOL SUPPLY COMPANY 


Jackson, Mississippi 
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Lee County Library Serves Hospital 


Lee County Library at Tupelo conducts an active program of service which has 
proved an invaluable help and comfort to hundreds of people. 

Each Tuesday and Friday books made available through the Lee County Library 
are distributed among patients, families of patients, and staff members at the North 


Mississippi Community Hospital. 

The library service, made possible through 
the joint cooperation of the hospital, the 
hospital auxiliary and the library, has given 
countless hours of relaxation and enjoyment 
to bedridden people. 

“It is an excellent service for the patients 
and we think the program is working very 
well,” said T. Ray Jones, hospital administra- 
tor. 

Patients themselves are happy to tell of 
the many happy experiences they derived 
through reading while confined. A school 
principal from Itawamba county said he 
had dreaded his hospital stay of five days. 
Instead the stay was a pleasure, thanks to 
the Lee County Library. He read a number 
of books which he had little time to read 
while active. 

An elderly woman from Verona said her 
hospital stay gave her the opportunity to 
read works by Mississippi authors. She 
especially enjoyed Mildred Topp’s Smile 
Please. 

Mrs. Lawrence Brisco, library chairman of 
the hospital auxiliary said the library ser- 
vice is the phase of auxiliary work in which 
there is most enthusiasm and interest. 

But the wonderful success of the Lee 
County Library service to hospitals didn’t 
just happen. Hours of preparation and 
planning went into the project’s beginning. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Holcomb, director of the 
library, says she read all she could find 
about library service to hospitals and then 
tried to work out the simplest possible 
routines. 

Prior to the initiation of library service 
hospital officials, the auxiliary and library 
personnel met together to determine the 
need for such a service and to plan a 
program that would fill these needs. 

Mrs. Holcomb’s final program and dele- 
gation of duties is as follows: 

The hospital furnishes the regular hospital 
book cart and supplies a closet with a lock 
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Mrs. M. M. Winkler and Mrs. Horace 
Adams, Hospital Auxiliary members, are 
serving on the Library Committee. Wearing 
cheerful cerise smocks, they have finished 
taking the book cart around and now they 
are filing cards and placing returned books 
into the cart. 


to store the books. The Hospital Auxiliary 
provides a committee to take the cart to 
the rooms and wards. This committee also 
makes library reports, keeps track of the 
books and handles the simple library pro- 
cedures of stamping date checked out, writ- 
ing person’s name, address and room num- 
ber, placing book mark in book, dropping 
book cards in back of file box and record- 
ing circulation in circulation book following 
the prescribed form. 

The Lee County Library furnishes the 
books—and this is a very responsible job. 
It also makes the rules and regulations 
regarding the service. 

In the selection of books, Mrs. Holcomb 
points out, the library has to show extreme 
care. “We ‘hand-picked’ our first cart load, 
books we knew first hand were suitable. 
Of course you know not to include books 
that present problems of worry, illnesses, etc. 
A basic list of books, “Hospital Libraries,” 
for hospitals was suppied from A.L.A. and 
was extremely helpful. Also the Lee County 

(Continued on Page 168) 
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Four-year-old Debbie Jean Lowery of Booneville was the first patient at North 
Mississippi Community Hospital to benefit from the newly initiated library service. Above 
Mrs. Lawrence Brisco, who is chairman of the Library comimttee of the Hospital Auxiliary, 
reads a passage from “Winnie Goes to the Hospital” to the little patient while Mrs. 
Carlene Lowery looks on. 


(Continued from Page 167) 
Library receives Hospital Book Guide, sub- 
scribed to by joining the special libraries 
section, A.L.A. It is sponsored by the As- 
sociation of Hospital and Institution Li- 
braries, a division of A.L.A.,” Mrs. Holcomb 
said. 

“Our final choice of books is always a 
well-rounded collection including religion, 
westerns, mysteries and childrens’ books. 
These books are supplemented by maga- 
zines supplied by the Moose lodge,” Mrs. 
Holcomb continued. 

Books are also circulated in the Negro 
ward and are especially selected by the li- 
brary for this group. Picture books have 
proved especially good. 

The responsibility for a good library pro- 
gram in a hospital rests to a great extent 
on the library chairman. In Tupelo’s case, 
the library chairman of the hospital auxiliary 
is an able, responsible person with library 
training. As a doctor’s wife she strongly 
believes in having the program and per- 
forms her duties well . 

A committee of two from the Auxiliary 
serves as librarians for a period of one 
month. They receive simple instructions on 
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checking out books, filling special requests 
and keeping records. 

The days and time for book circulation, 
Tuesday and Friday afternoons, were set 
by the hospital. 

Members of the committee visit the 
patients each taking one side of the hall. 
Hospital staff are helpful in preparing the 
patients for the visits of the librarians by 
telling them, “Today is library day. The 
librarians will be here soon.” Nurses who 
were at first skeptical of the service now 
highly praise it. They say it cuts down on 
their “nuisance calls.” 

Hospital librarians wear uniform smocks 
with Hospital Auxiliary pins. They stress 
the fact the service is free. They check with 
the Floor Nurse each visit for necessary in- 
formation about who may not be visited. 

Often persons attending the critically ill 
need reading material. These people meet 
the hospital librarian in the hall and make 
their selections. 

In each volume is a marker which reads, 
“Enjoy This Book! When you check out of 
the hospital, please leave this book to be 
returned to the library book cart. Lee Coun- 

(Continued on Page 169) 
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(Continued from Page 168) 
ty Library, Tupelo, Mississippi.” Librarians 
and nurses stress that books are to remain 
in the hospital. 

The library chairman makes out monthly 
reports to send to the Lee County Library 
and to the hospital. Circulation records are 
kept of adult and juvenile fiction and non- 
fiction. It is also the library chairman’s 
responsibility to contact persons who take 
books home from the hospital. 

To keep community interest high, publici- 
ty on the library service is given regularly 
to the newspapers, radio and _ television. 
When the service was first begun the local 
newspaper took a photograph of the first 
person to check out a book. 

During National Hospital Week, much 
publicity was focused on the library ser- 
vice. A downtown establishment presented 
an attractive window display of the book 
cart loaded with books with credit given 
to the Lee County Library. Hospital Auxili- 
ary librarians with the book cart also ap- 
peared on television and explained the ser- 
vice. 

In planning library service to the hospi- 
tals, Mrs. Holcomb warns against one thing: 
The library committee must not push itself 
in the hospital. There should be a minimum 
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Making plans for library service to North Mississippi Community Hospital in Tupelo 
are: T. Ray Jones, Hospital Manager; Elizabeth Holcomb, Lee County Librarian; and 
Mrs. T. W. Wesson, president of the Hospital Auxiliary. 


of inconvenience to the hospital staff. The 
procedure should be systematic! 

Library services to the hospital is work- 
ing well for Lee County Library. Each day 
it is winning new friends for the library 
and introducing more and more people to 
the enjoyment, relaxation and inspiration to 
be found in reading. 





(Continued from Page 157) 
been time for the pressures of events to dull 
their response to a creative experience. A 
good librarian makes a two-way street of 
creativity. 

What goal then can we librarians have 
for our young people? Perhaps our greatest 
gift is to help each young person find his 
individual potentiality. A. Whitney Griswold 
said, “That man’s progress as a race is 
governed by his progress as an individual 

. . Could Hamlet have been written by 
a committee? . . . Creative ideas do not 
spring from groups, they spring from in- 
dividuals.” 

If we librarians can make books live for 
young people then we can justly say books 
are for more than reading—books are for 
life. 
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Thank You Advertisers 


The Editorial Board of the MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY NEWS takes this opportunity 
to THANK the following companies for advertising with us for the year 1958. 


Bellemont Motor Hotel 

Britton & Koontz National Bank 
H. F. Byrne & Company 
Charles M. Gardner & Company 
Colonial Book Service 


Eola Hotel 





Follett Library Book Company 
Gaylord Brothers 

The Gerstenslager Company 
Hooks Antiques 

Jenkins Book Company 

La White’s Shop 

Mississippi Filmstrips, Inc. I 
Mississippi School Supply Company 
National Library Bindery 

New Method Book Bindery, Inc. 
New Orleans News Company 
Pilgrimage Garden Club 
Remington Rand 

Siler’s Inc. 

Southern Library Bindery 
Subscription Service Company 
Tuscaloosa Library Bindery 

M. M. Ullman & Company 

Visalia Public Library 

Walter J. Johnson, Inc. 


Your interest has been GREATLY APPRECIATED. We hope that you wi continue 
to advertise with us in 1959. 
Margarete Peebles 
Business Manager 
State College, Mississippi 
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WE INCREASE 
YOUR BOOK BUDGET BY ACCEPTING DUPLICATES, DISCARDS AND 
GIFTS FOR CREDIT. 


YOUR NEW 

CATALOGUE 

OF READERS 
PRE-PRIMERS THRU THIRD GRADE 

NOW READY 






SINCE 4906 
BOOKS OLD AND NEW 


Lruprary DIsTRIBUTORS 


New Orleans 12, La. 








THE NEW ORLEANS NEWS COMPANY 
Division of 
The American News Company, Inc. 


We Serve Southern Mississippi, Including Jackson, 
Meridian and Vicksburg 
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lad 

Wholesale Distributors of Books for 90 Years 
a 

Prompt and Individual Book Service to Libraries 
e 

Subscriptions to all Magazines and Periodicals handled 
with expedition. 
1111 South Peters St. New Orleans, La. 
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‘An inherent quality 
built into every book rebound by 


NATIONAL LIBRARY BINDERY CO. OF GEORGIA, INC. 


2395 PEACHTREE ROAD, N.E., ATLANTA 








